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Burundi 
Burundi: President Ntibantunganya Comments on 
UN, Other Issues 


AB1803155496 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 16 Mar 96 


[Interview with Burundian President Sylvestre Nuban- 
tunganya by a team of international correspondents, 
hosted by Africa No.1 correspondent Jean Valere Mbi- 
namanza; place and date not given — live or recorded] 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Mbina- 
manza} In the studio are: Denise Epote Durand of TV 
5 Afrique; Henri Verner of JEUNE AFRIQUE; and 
Ousmane Kaba, Africa No.1 correspondent in Brussels. 
Some of our correspondents across the African conti- 
nent will also put questions to you [President Nuban- 
tunganyal], in the light of the current situation. Already, 
the technical control section is signalling to me that one 
of these correspondents is on the line. He is Abdoulaye 
Thiam in Dakar. Let us go over to him right away: 


[Thiam] Good morning, Mr. President. How do you 
interpret the decision of the Security Council, which was 
reticent to the proposal of the United Nations secretary 
general, Butrus Butrus-Ghali, suggesting the dispatching 
of a mulunational force that would be based in Zaire and 
which could intervene at any time in Burund)? 


[Nubantunganya] Well, we all know how the United 
Nations operate when it comes to seeing to peace and 
security in the world, which is one of the major goals 
assigned to that organization by the international com- 
munity. Mr. Butrus-Ghali has analyzed the situation pre- 
vailing in Burundi, based on reports which, perhaps, he 
had received from special representative in Bujumbura 
or from other sources. Then he concluded, as far he was 
concerned, that it was necessary to deploy troops — in 
order to find a solution to the crisis — not necessarily to 
Zaire. | think the last proposal spoke of deploying such 
forces to any country from where they could casily take 
off. The Security Council did not approve that solution 
which the world body considered as premature. 


At the level of the Burundian Government, the prime 
minister and | had earlier made it a point to stress to 
Mrs. Albright, who until last February was chairman 
of the Security Council, that the proposal was not 
the most appropriate because of the complexity of 
the situation in Burundi, of course, and because of 
a certain development which we have noticed in our 
country. Burundians have demonstrated a very evident 
willingness to find a negotiated solution by themselves, 
a solution that may be more political and military and 
which we want the international community to support 
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So, as far as | am concerned, | would not say that the 
UN secretary general is wrong to think in the manner 
he did. | think it is his duty to work out solutions, but 
these soluuons must conform not only with the reality 
prevailing on the ground on the one side, but also with 
the efficiency expected trom such solutions. Right now, 
we need to move towards a political soluuon which 
should bring together all Burundians, as long as they are 
all trying to make a united nation and to make Burundi 
a country that respects the rule of law. This is the step 
we want the international community to support. We do 
not think that military intervention is the most efficient 
solution, 


[Mbinamanza] Mr. President, we are now set up in the 
studio, after taking that question from our Dakar cor- 
respondent, Abdoulaye Thiam, who opened the debate 
on the international community's proposal to assist Bu- 
rundi. Right now in the studio, here is a question by 
Denise Epote Durand of TV 5: 


[Durand] Mr. President, was it for these same reasons 
that you rejected the proposal made by the last OAU 
ministerial Council meeung? 


[Ntubantunganya] No, the OAU, through its secretary 
general also excluded a military intervenuon, if 1 can 
refer to the OAU resolution. The OAU rightly thought 
that there had been a positive development in the 
situation in Burundi and this should be encouraged. 


{[Mbinamanza] Here is another question from JEUNE 
AFRIQUE’s Henn Verner here in the studio. 


[Verner] Yes, all the same, there is the impression that 
there is confusion in Bujumbura. In fact, Jean Minani, 
the leader of your own party, the Front for Democracy 
in Burundi, [Frodebu], has said that he is in favor of 
intervention by the blue helmets in Burundi. Why is it 
that he finds this propitious and you on the other hand 
do not. Of what, exactly, are you reproaching Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali’s project? 


{[Nubantunganya] Well, according to what Jean Minani, 
chairman of the party said, | think that he did not say 
that he wants foreign troops. Rather, he said that he 
understands why the UN secretary general has come 
to this kind of solution. In the first place, this has 
provoked a sort of argument within political circles 
in Bujumbura, whereby some people thought that the 
chairman of a political party which 1s signatory to the 
government convention had no right to express himself 
on such an issue, suggesting that he was against the 
recommendations of the government's convention, but, 
as | did in Burundi, I can do the same thing here today. 
The government convention does not prohibit a partner 
and signatory to this convention from thinking of other 
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ways, which may be personal, to solve the Burundian 
problem. The government convention does not even 
prevent the president of the Republic from appealing for 
foreign troops, but this is conditioned on the holding of 
a prior meeting by the National Security Council. 


This said, | think that we need not see in the position of 
the president of the Frodebu any sort of divergence with 
the policy advocated by the president of the Republic 
and the government in which Frodebu is an integral 
part. We must rather see in this what I will call the 
entire political game in Burundi. As you know, in 
politics, either here or elsewhere, people put pressure 
while knowing the objective which has been set; and the 
major objective that everybody will like to see prevail 
in Burundi is to sit around a table and clearly expose the 
problems which are there and find solutions which are 
concrete and reassuring for everybody. On this issue, 
1 am taking up a formula which is very dear to the 
members of Mr. Ndadayes’s party. 


[Verner] Mr. President, according to your conception, 
what does sitting around one table mean? 


[Ntibantunganya] Well, according to my conception, 
sitting around one table means that the Burundian 
problem is a political one and that it must not be taken 
to be an armed opposition among members of what 
is commonly called the ethnic groups in Burundi, but 
rather it is a conflict caused by political reasons. We 
must know how to conserve power in Burundi. We 
must know how to accede to power, how to administer 
it, and how to check it so that it does not become a 
power which is in any circle at all and which is used 
for unclean purposes. So, today, this must necessarily 
come from the willingness of the politicians in Burund. 
We need to find the most appropriate system capable 
of ensuring a policy which promotes everybody — a 
system which does not exclude or seek to physically 
exterminate the adversary. A sysiem which does not — 
as we have experienced in history or which some even 
say today — lead us to incidents bordering on genocide 
or genocide itself. 


[Mbinamanza]} Before allowing Ousmane Kaba to ask 
his question, Mr. President, first, | would like to ask 
you to allow me tc pul myself in your place and try 
to understand this concept of sitting around one table. 
Should one understand this as a willingness on your side 
to see, for example, a national conference take place in 
Burundi? 


[Ntibantunganya] Well, if a national conference should 
be held, it has its stage. First, it must be a conference of 
Burundians. I dare not use the word, national, because 
there is an extremely negative connotation in the process 
to democratic transition in Africa. So, I believe that the 
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debate ... [pauses] Rather the government convention 
has already envisaged this and I see a national debate in 
which the Burundian people take part to express, first, 
their concern for their problems — and this must be 
done immediately because | have seen this during the 
tour that I have just made to the interior of the country. 


Also, the politicians, who say they are speaking on be- 
half of these people, must take up their responsibility by 
taking into account this concern and translate them to- 
morrow into legislative, political, and ideological texts 
capable of responding positively to these preoccupa- 
tions. Here, I think that everybody must know that the 
finding of a solution to the Burundian crisis must pass 
through this. 


The international community has no other solution for 
the Burundian problem. If it had had any solution to 
offer, it would have done so long ago. For two and half 
years now, we have been living with this crisis and the 
international Community has been present since then. 
What was it able to offer us? It is rather waiting for the 
Burundian people to find a soluuion to their problems 
— even if it means supporting them. I think that today, 
everybody in Burundi is perfectly aware of this. 


{Mbinamanza] Over to you, Ousemane Kaba. 


[Kaba] Mr. President, we have the impression that you 
always politely reject requests from the international 
community even though there was a first summit of the 
countries of the Great Lakes Region to find a solution to 
the Burundian problem. Now, the second meeting wil! 
take place in Tunis from 16 to 18 March. Do you think 
that these summits will not bring anything concrete if 
you, the people of Burundi, do not sit, as you said, 
around the negotiating table? Do you not think that 
these summits can bring some solution to the problems, 
which are simply due to the internal intransigence of 
some Burundians? 


[Nubantunganya] Well, one should not put the cart 
before the horse. I participated in all these summits. 
I will participate in the Tunis summit. I think that 
the organizers of this summit are themselves perfectly 
aware of the fact that they cannot, in any way, substitute 
themselves for Burundi and for Burundians. What are 
they doing? They are trying to help the people of 
Burundi to become aware of the depth of the internal 
crisis which also have serious dimensions within the 
subregion — whether it is about the consequences of the 
Burundian crisis on the neighboring countries or certain 
interferences in the subregion which can complicate the 
Burundian crisis. 


Within the international community, one can see and 
perceive that there is a concern, especially in view 
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of what happened in Rwanda and which constitute a 
real moral charge on the international community. That 
is why the community does not want a similarly sad 
reality taking place in Burundi. So, the international 
community is quite aware of (th fact that it has to 
help the Burundians to search for peace and is ready 
to support what Burundians must become. 


{[Mbinamanza}] Yes, Denise Potedurant has another 
worry, sull concerning the actions of the international 
community toward Burundi. 


{Potedurant] Concerning this issue, Mr. President, wha! 
steps have you taken, for example, concerning a group 
like the National Council for the Defense of De:nocracy 
[CNDD] in Burundi to bring the members to sit around 
the same table as you? 


[Nubantunganya] Well, | told you a short while ago 
that already, in the government convention which was 
signed on 10 September 1994, a national debate has 
been envisaged and that the national debate does not 
exclude anybody, except that it is necessary to find 
a Burundian solution to the crisis, not by violence, 
which, in any case will be a contradiction, especially 
violence which has become misdirected — a violence 
which attacks everybody, both Hutu, Tutsi, Twa, the 
government, and other forces which are not in the sphere 
of the CNDD. If the CNDD wants to participate in this 
national debate, it is up to it to prepare for it. This means 
that it must accept the conditions that all the Burundian 
people accept to negotiate in peace and security. To 
create a condition of calm, there are two preconditions: 
First, we must do away with violence and lay down the 
arms. One can never negotiate for the future under the 
threat of arms. 


[Potedurant] But you are quite aware of the conditions 
posed by the CNDD to participate in this national 
debate. 


(Nubantunganya] Well, the CNDD has its point of view, 
but the CNDD cannot substitute itself for the all political 
forces in Burundi. We are also a force and probably 
.. [pauses] It is probably not the strength but it is 
rather important to note that we are probably more 
representative than they can think. So, first, they must 
lay down their arms, second, they must demonstrate 
clearly that they want to find a solution for Burundi 
— for the entire Burundi —- and not to the advantage 
of one faction, whether ethnic or political. We need a 
national solution. We need a national solution, which 
once put in action, cannot lead to the reemergence of the 
contradictions that we are experiencing in Burundi as we 
have seen for some other solutions which were sought 
and found in the past, but which were just temporary 
and could not stop the movement of violence which we 
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are experiencing in Burundi. We need to be serous on 
this issue. I think that the CNDD has numerous faults 
which, if it wants to convince us whom it regards as 
traitors, it must correct. The CNDD must steer clear of 
acts that tend to make it more of an ethnic oriented 
movement than a nauonal one. 


{Verner} Mr. President, some people within your ranks 
say you are a hostage of the Army. What can you say 
to this? Also, will the fact that you rejecied Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali’s proposals not confirm their fears that it is 
because the Army does not want outsiders to interfere 
in its affairs that you rejected the deploymem of UN 
troops in Burundi? 


[Nubantunganya} Look, I am a politician and a thinker, 
too. For a long time — since about 1980 — I have been 
thinking about the problem in Burundi. In the beginning 
when we were in the movement which was supposed to 
bring about democracy in Burundi, | realized people 
were giving priority to military soluuon and were en- 
gaging in it. Since 1993, President Ndadaye and } have 
been saying that a military soluuon was unpredictable. 
When we went into the democratic process, it was fi- 
nally seen that the strategic views we held were right 
because Burundi was able to embark on the democratic 
process even if we are experiencing some problems to- 
day. 


So, 1s the president of Burundi the hostage of his Army? 
You know, there are some people too who say that the 
Army has become the hostage of the president All this 
means is that this simplistic approach to the problem 
is not the right approach now. A foreign force can 
intervene in a country, but the outcome can never be 
guaranteed. The United Nations intervened in Somalia 
with the great armada of the U.S. superpower. Look 
at Somalia today. The United Nations was present in 
Rwanda — we tend to forget this — but Rwanda burned 
down under the very nose of the UN soldiers. This is a 
lesson for us. 


When the United Nations intervened in other countries 
to put finishing touches on the outcome of internal 
arrangements, its efforts have always been successful. 
A case in point is that of Mozambique. I think it is 
going to be successful in the case of Angola where 
the two great protagonists — although there are some 
minor interferences today — first came to agreement 
before the United Nations intervened later. What we 
must understand ....[pauses] | was saying a while ago 
that we must not put the cart before the horse. We must 
encourage Burundians to find a soluuon — and they are 
capable of doing so; many of them, including the Army, 
today have the will to do so, because the Burundian 
Army too has identified where its rea! interests lie. Its 
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real interests do not lie in a permanent confrontation 
with its people. You can never win a victory over a 
people. Even the great United States could not win 
victory over the Vietnamese people, the Cambodians, 
nor over the Laotians. You can also recall that France 
could not win victory over Algeria. 


When there is a negouated settlement between people 
who are first and foremost concerned, the international 
community can then help build the edifice already 
planned by the interested parties. | believe that very 
soon you will see the pertinence of my stand, because 
I see that we are advancing correctly — of course, the 
pace seems too slow for a suffering people — but it will 
lead us toward a final solution to the Burundian crisis. 


[Verner] Are you really the head of this Army? Do you 
feel you have control over it? 


(Ntibantunganya] Look, Burundi has experienced a 
whole lot of difficulties. It is a society which from the 
political, social, military, police, and judicial standpoints 
needs reforms. So, to exercise full contro! over the Army 
— which you yourself say that we are just coming out 
of a chain of crisis, I think one will have to define this 
concept well. To create a context in which the Army 
and the political power must feel that there is a step 
that they must now take together to save the Burundian 
nation is yet another reality. 


Concerning this reality, | think that we are well along 
this path — the Army and myself. What we must do 
later is to consolidate all this so that the deficiency 
that we suffered yesterday should never occur again. 
I told you a short while ago that today, while | am 
talking to you, the Army has greater understanding — 
not necessarily a perfect one — for the president of the 
Republic, and this is a step we need to encourage more 
and more rather that: wanting to belittle. 


{Mbinamanza] Mr. President, you are unequivocal; you 
have clearly refused the claims of those who assert that 
you are a hostage to the Burundian Army that people 
present as an army with ethnic tendencies. it will be 
redundant if we continue with the same topic, so we will 
go on to the continent with a question from Bienvenu 
Boudimbou, our correspondent in Brazzaville. 


{[Boudimbou}] Good morning, Mr. President, the news 
reaching us from Bujumbura over past few days are 
alarming. The militiamen dictate to an almost disarmed 
government. Tell us, who is the real master of Burundi 
today, Mr. President? 


[Ntibantunganya] The master of Burundi today 1s the 
one you are interviewing now and you can be sure that 
when he speaks, he represents Burundi, otherwise, you 
would have interviewed someone else and you would 
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not have called him Mr. President; you would have 
given him another name. So, | am the master of Burundi 
with all these political forces around me to administer 
this country which is in crisis with the objective of 
getting it out of this crisis. 


Well, concerning these alarming news coming from 
Bujumbura today, | think that the question you asked 
me, using the word alarming, would have been more 
appropriate a few months ago, because | would like 
to tell you that since December 1995, I have been 
observing a4 positive movement with the installation — 
you will probably remember if you have been following 
the Burundi» situation closely — in October. 


In the eyes of both the people of Burundi and the 
internauonal community, this government seems to be 
the best that Burundi has had since the 21 October 
1993 crisis. This government is working hard today 
to think deeply about the Burundian crisis and to find 
the most appropriate machinery for finding the most 
satisfactory soluuion possible. I can also tell you that 
this army, which you call an army that dictates, 1s today 
conscious of the fact that it has to walk hand-in-hand 
with the political power. This was demonstrated during 
the management of this crisis [words indistinct} which 
Burundi has experienced, especially at Bujumbura in the 
middle of January, and I can tell you that all the partners 
— be it this Army which you fear or the political class 
— are conscious that what happened in January, they 
can no longer go back. Instead we have to go forward 
to consolidate what has been achieved. 


{[Mbinamanza] Well, if we can summarize this, for 
you, the path has been mapped out. Certainly, the 
international community must intervene to bring its 
contribution and help the people of Burundi find a 
solution to their problem, but first, the reflecuon must be 
an internal one and you have just indicated that. I think 
you were referring to the peace campaign which was 
launched in your country and in which you personally 
parucipated. 


This brings us to the second term of this program — 
namely, the action that you are expecting from Afcan 
countries, because if at one stage you said that the 
international community must, first of all, leave the 
Burundian community to think and find soluuons to its 
problems, all the same, you are not refusing the role 
that Africa should play, especially the countnes of the 
Great Lakes subregion. We will tackle this topic right 
now with a first question from Ousemane Kaha. 


[Kaba] Mr. President, you have said that you are the 
master of Burundi, but do not forget that there master 
wizards who act at Kamenge and (Buez1) and who often 
act in the dark and this is exactly what is causing 
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Burundi’s present problem. We'l, | do not understand 
quite well why you have accepted the presence, for 
example, of the OAU in Burundi, whereas you have 
refused the United Nations. 


(Ntibantunganya] We have not refused the presence of 
the United Nations — far from that, because the United 
Nations have been present in Burundi for a long time 
now. Even before the crisis. You know the UN system. 
You know the various UN agencies which work not 
only in Burundi, but also in other African countries. 
As I said a short while ago, Burundi’s particular case is 
that we have in Bujumbura — | said it a short while ago 
— we have a special representative of the UN secretary 
general in Burundi whose mission is to work toward the 
evolution of the situation in order to favor a real national 
Gialogue. I think that this is the mission assigned to Mr. 
(Fadji) — this Canadian national who hs replaced Mr. 
Abdallah — who is there today on behalf of the UN 
secretary general. 


There are also other numerous UN initiatives in Bu- 
jumbura — namely, the famous UNESCO house which 
helps in the consolidation of the spirit of human rights 
in Burundi without mentioning the human rights center 
which is also under the supervision of the United Na- 
tions. 


As you also know, the United Nations has a special 
rapporteur on human rights in Burundi. All these people 
are there to work to sensitize the people of Burundi to 
the seriousness of the crisis we have. What the people of 
Burundi are refusing today is this military intervention, 
otherwise, as far as the other areas of action and the 
other sectors of intervention, the people of Burundi 
freely welcome all the initiatives whole-heartedly. 


{Kaba} And the OAU? 


(Ntibantunganya) It is also there. As you know, the 
OAU has followed the Burundian crisis democratically 
from the first day of its explosion. Ambassador Fall of 
Senegal was the first person to be dispatched to Burundi. 
Today, he has been replaced by Burkninabe Ambassador 
(Leandre Bassole), who is also a special representative 
of the OAU secretary general in Bujumbura where he 
coordinates the actions of the international observer 
mission in Burundi. This mission has a civilian and 


military component. 


The military component is in the country to see what is 

there and to alert and inform the OAU, and I 
assure you that it is doing an extraordinary work despite 
the difficulties that everybody can recognize. In the first 
place, the Burundian Government has asked that this 
mission be increased and I have just given my approval 
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that it should be increased by 58 units which will join 
the existing 67. 


Furthermore, this mission also carries out humanitar'an 
and social activities. {i is essentially made up of doctors 
who distribute medicine and who heal the sick here 
and there in regions hardly accessible because of the 
crisis. So, the Burundian Government does not reject 
the international community, far from that. (passage 
omitted} 


Burundi: Justice Minister Reissues Arrest 
Warrants for Coup Suspects 


EA1603131096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of justice has 
ordered the attorney general of the Republic to issue 
new afrest warrants against Colonel Sylvestre Niyingaba 
and others who were just released by the military court. 


These people were accused of involvement in a foiled 
military coup in July 1993 but were released on the 
decision of the military court. The minister of justice 
argues that the same people are suspected of involve- 
ment in the other military coup in October 1993. 


He said that the arrest warrants will prevent the suspects 
from escaping justice. The minister of justice also 
indicated that an international inquiry commission is 
now investigating some of the suspects in Kampala 
and investigations would be hampered by the release 
of those (?people). 


The minister of justice has also (?claimed) that the 
military court should not have declared the amnesty of 
prisoners, because it only tackles the form and not the 
charges laid against the suspects. 


The minister of justice has finally deplored that not 
many people have been arrested in connection with the 
military coup, and procedures are said to be too slow. 


Burundi: Uprona Rejects Talks With Hutu Rebel 
Leader 


EA1603133596 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1100 GMT 15 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Uprona [Union for Na- 
tional Progress) opposition party yesterday [14th March) 
issued a statement in which it categorically rejected any 
[word indistinct] negotiations with Leonard Nyangoma, 
the head of the terrorist organization allied to the Rwan- 
dan genocide perpetrators. 


The Uprona statement notes (words indistinct] the 
president of the National Assembly and the president 
of the Republic were reported to have announced that 
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they were willing to negotiate with Leonard Nyangoma 
op condition that he renounces violence. 


For the Uprona party, ethnic fundamentalism and geno- 
cide are crimes with which one cannot negouate. 


Burundi: Commission Halts Publication of Seven 
Private Newspapers 


EA1903172096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1030 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) A decision has been taken 
to stop the publication of seven private newspapers. 
Today [19th March], we asked the chairman of the 
commission charged with making such decisions [the 
National Council on Communication], Simon Kururu to 
give us more details: 


(Kururu} It took us a long time to make the decision. 
When the new commission was set up in 1995, we found 
that journalists did not understand the laws relating to 
newspapers. It was as if they did not comply with the 
good behaviour of a journalist. So we said that we shall 
teach them a lesson before punishing them. 


On 2nd January 1996, we met the chief editors of 
newspapers. We showed them the mistakes they were 
making. We told them that we would impose sanctions. 


Now, the decisions have been taken since some newspa- 
pers were found to being causing disunity. Some were 
found spreading lies, others brought about hatred among 
people. Some had not fulfilled all the requirements of 
the law. That is why we said that all newspapers can 
start publishing again, but they will have to subscribe 
to the laws of Burundi. [passage omitted] 


Congo 
Congo: Premier Warns Militia Against Refusing To 
Join Army 
AB1803162196 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] General Joachim Yhombi- 
Opango, the Congolese prime minister, has warned the 
militia of the United Democratic Forces [FDU], one of 
the opposition parties which refused to join the national 
public forces, against illegal possession of weapons. 
Out of 10,000 militiamen — both from the opposition 
and the ruling party — between 1,000 to 1,200 men 
are to be integrated into a new security forces corps. 
The recruitment began on 12 March. The FDU asked 
their militiamen not to get recruited in order to protest 
the integration of 1,825 former militiamen from the 
Pan-African Union for Social Democracy, the main 
party of the presidential group, into the Army, the 
police, and the gendarmerie last February. 
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On 15 March, the vice chairman of the FDU, Mr. 
Pierre Nze, said during a press conference that their 
recruitment would hinder the creation of a republican 
army as stipulated in the Congolese Constitution. For 
Gen. Yhombi-Opango, this statement is part of feverish 
activities aimed at deceiving the people just a year 
before the presidential election scheduled to take place 
in 1997. 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Refugee Group Prote::ts Exclusion From 
Regional Summit 


AB1703143696 Pais AFP in English 
1340 GMT 17 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Nairobi, March 17 (AFP) 
— The Rwandan Hutu refugees’ main organisation 
protested Sunday [17 March) at its exclusion from a 
regional summit and accused the Kigaii government 
of doing everything possible to prevent the refugees’ 
return. 


The statement from the Rally for the Return of Refugees 
and Democracy in Rwanda (RDR) came as former US 
President Jimmy Carter chaired a summit in Tunis of 
the presidents of Rwanda, Burundi, Zaire, Tanzania and 
Uganda. 


It is exploring solutions to ethnic conflict in Rwanda and 
Burundi and the fate of some two million Hutu refugees 
from the two countries — both dominated *; minority 
Tutsis — who live in sprawling camps in neighbouring 
States. 


The RDR insisted Sunday that the refugees be associ- 
ated with these efforts, and accused the Rwandan gov- 
ernment of failing to follow through on promises made 
at a Similar summit in Cairo last November. 


It said government leaders were making speeches which 
branded all Hutus outside the country as criminals, 
"proving that they want to keep the refugees in forced 
exile.” 


The government had done nothing to halt massacres 
and assassinations or the taking over of exiled Hutus’ 
property, it said, and it had not freed “thousands of 
prisoners” (accused of genocide during the 1994 civil 
war) whose files showed no indications of guilt. 


"On the contrary,” it said, “ethnic cleansing is still 
under way; the army and the political police of the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF - the Tutsi-dominated 
rebel organisation that won the civil war and is now 
in power) carry out aribitrary arrests, imprisonment and 
detentions every day. 


is report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
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"The authorities continue to foster insecurity, and the 
land and possessions of the exiles continue to be taken 
over and distributed to members of the RPF as war 
booty.” 


The statement went on to accuse the governmcat of 
protecting RPF wa criminals, and urged the summit 


to note the government's “negative attitude” and the 
reasons behind the refusal of refugees to return. 


It also asked the summit to urge the asylum countries 
to renounce coercive measures to force the refugees to 
return. 
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Ethiopia The statement adds that the RRA units suffered no 
ualties. 
Ethiopia: Sudan’s Proposal of Tripartite = 
Committee Said Rejected In their recent armed campaigns in the districts of the 
NC1903205396 Cairo MENA in Arabic [south- western] Bay region, RRA forces have inflicted 
1850 GMT 19 Mar 96 human losses on the Aidid-led militia with the aim of 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Addis Ababa, 19 Mar 
(MENA)—An African diplomatic source in Addis 
Ababa disclosed today that the dominant feeling within 
the OAU about what measures io take against Sudan 
concerning terrorism favors the imposition of political 
sanctions against the Khartoum government that will 
not increase the Sudanese people's suffering. 


The source told a MENA correspondent that two 
measures enjoy support within the OAU: a politica! 
boycott that could prompt more foreign embassies to 
leave Sudan and an international arms embargo of 
Sudan. 


The source added that if such measures are adopted 
by the Security Council, it will guarantee that the 
Sudanese people are not punished twice, because they 
are currently suffering from and being punished by their 
own government. [passage omitted] 

Meanwhile, it has been learned that during OAU Sec- 
retary General Salim Ahmed Salim’s talks in Khartoum 
Sudan asked the OAU to set up a tripartite committee 
comprised of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan. The the com- 
mittee would be charged with discussing the crisis that 
has emerged because of charges that Khartoum was in- 
volved in terrorism and the attempted assassination of 
President Mubarak in june last year. 

The MENA correspondent has learned that during 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Zenawi's talks with Salim 
Ahmed Salim, Ethiopia told the OAU that it rejects the 
Sudanese proposal. 


For the past two days Salim has held talks on terrorism 
with government officials in Khartoum. 


Somalia 


Somalia: Ali-Mahdi Troops Reportedly Launch 
i~ > o@ Aldid House 

«1 °°" 95796 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 17 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) An RRA (Rahawein Resistance 
Army] high command statement says that last night, 
16th March, RRA units mounted a surprise atiack on a 
house where faction leader Mohamed Farah Aidid was 
hiding, killing nine members of his militia, wounding 
1S others, and destroying two technicals (pick-up trucks 
mounted with heavy machine guns). 


throwing it out of the region it had invaded illegally. 


Somalia: ‘Heavy’ Fighting Reported Between Aidid, 
Atto Factions 

AB1903163196 London BBC World “ervice 

in English 1505 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] General Aidid’s Somali Na- 
tional Alliance, the SNA, appears to be getting it in the 
neck from its enemies on almost all sides at the mo- 
ment. In recent days, militiamen from rival clans have 
clashed with the SNA in the capital and in the south- 
west, and now fighting has broken out in Marka. From 
Mogadishu, our correspondent, Ali Musa Abdi, faxed 


this report: 


According to a spokesman of the faction led by Osman 
Ali Atto, heavy fighting erupted this morning in Marka 
between militiamen loyal to Gen. Aidid and those of 
Usman Atto. Marka is a port town some 90 km south 
of Mogadishu. The spokesman, Mohamed Dirie Almy, 
said their militiarnen had captured four technicals from 
Aidid’s militia and destroyed another one. He claimed 
that as from midday today, Marka town is under the 
control of Osman Atto. According to the spokesman, 
the fighting spread to nearby districts like Shalaamboot, 
25 km north of Marka where it is still going on. 


The spokesman claimed that after four days of nego- 
tations, Gen. Aidid launched an attack against Osman 
Atto’s militia in Marka and he accused Gen. Aidid’s 
militia of massacring innocent civilians. Osman Atto's 
spokesman said that Aidid’s technicals fled toward Mo- 
gadishu after losing their bases, including the one in 
Ahmed. 


Meanwhile, a radio station in Mogadishu, supporting 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed, reported that the Rahanwein 
Resistance Army [RRA] attacked the residence of 
Gen. Mohamed Aidid in Baidoa. The radio, quoting a 
spokesman for the RRA, said that the attack, which was 
well planned, was aimed at killing or capturing Gen. 
Aidid himself. The spokesman said that nine people 
were killed and 15 others were wounded in the attack. 


In another development, miliuamen supporting north 
Mogadishu faction leader Ali Mahdi Mohamed fired at 
an unidentified vessel that tned to dock in Mogadishu 
Port yesterday. The ship managed to escape the shooting 
and sailed out into the Indian Ocean. 
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Tanzania 


Tanzania: Zairean Arrested in Possess'n of 
Radioactive Material 


EA1703203996 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Dar es Salaam regional 
police have arrested a Zairean by the name of (Muki 
Mawa Baniki) after finding him in possession of a vessel 
containing a radioactive mineral thal can pose a threat 
to living things and property. 

The Dar es Salaam police commissioner, Mr. Alfred 
(Gewe), said in a statement that the accused was arrested 
recently in possession of the mineral, worth |.2 billion 
dollars {amount as heard]. The staiemeat said that the 
damage which can be caused by the mineral, caesium, 
includes death, disability, and cancer. The mineral is 
also damaging to property and the environment. 


The accused was expected to appear in court today [15 
March] and the mineral is being held pending the court's 
decision. 


Uganda 
Uganda: Museveni Opposed to Peace Talks With 
Lord’s Resistance Army 


EA1603131796 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 15 Mar 96 p! 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Uganda People’s Defense 
Forces (UPDF) will be able to deal with the Kony rebels 
by April this year, President Yoweri Museveni has said. 


In an exclusive article for THE NEW VISION, Mu- 
seveni expressed his opposition to peace talks with the 
Lord's Resistance Army rebels of Joseph Kony. He said 
he can forgive the “misled” but not the “misleaders.” 


“We need comprehensive capacity to deal with a large 
scale, reasonably equipped aggression if it ever comes, 
or the nomadic bandits who specialise in attacking soft 
targets. | am informing Ugandans that by the middle of 
April, this capacity will be operational,” Museveni said. 


He said there have been a lot of erroneous opinions 
on the latest rebel incursions in the north. Kony is the 
tail-end of the bad policies started in Uganda by UPC 
[Uganda People’s Congress], the president said. 


Museveni ruled out talks. “I am personally very opposed 
to this idea. We extended amnesty to all rebels many 
years ago. Many came. Some were even elected to 
the CA [Constituent Assembly} and NRC [National 
Resistance Council]. 


“Kony persisted and killed many Ugandans or cut off 
their ears and noses. Much of the killing is unnecessary 
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even if they were to argue that they were fighuung for a 
similar Cause to that of the mulupartyists,” he said. 


“The army 1s following a new approach of minimising 
expenditure by using less manpower and more tech- 
nology,” Museveni said. There is now a ansformation 
from a large force of 100,000 mer to a smaller force of 
tanks, aircraft, helicopters and other equipment which 
will be fully operauonal by next month, he said. 


Uganda: Museveni Vows ‘To Kill’ Rebels; 
Executive Outcomes Involved 


AB1903172796 Paris AFP in English 
1611 GMT 19 Mar 96 


[By Vincent Mayanja] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kampala, March 19 (AFP) — 

Ugandan President Yower Museveni pledged Tuesday 

''9 March] to crush the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), 
c<nowledged it would take some months. 


Our work ts to kill these people, and we shall crush 
"7 he told a press conference, dismissing appeals 
ican religious and opposition leaders for dialogue. 


The northern insurgents, led by former Roman Catholic 
catechist Joseph Kony, have stepped up attacks over the 
past six weeks, with hundreds of people killed in shoot- 
outs as the rebels ambush civilian convoys escorted by 
soldiers. 


But the LRA would not disrupt parliamentary and 
presidenual elections due in May, Museveni told a press 
conference. 


Elections shall be held in those areas,” he pledged. 


The president tned to wager 1,000 dollars with a 
journalist, saying of Kony: “I give him about seven 
months, and he will either be killed, his group wiped 
eut, or captured. The journalist declined the bet for 
lack of a Stake. 


In Nairobi meanwhile the LRA issued a statement 
accusing Museveni of planning to use chemical weapons 
and saying mercenaries recruited by South Afncan 
Executive Outcomes were operating from a camp in the 
Kidepo game reserve in northeastern Uganda. 


Museveni said he would continue using helicopter 
gunships against the rebeis, adding: “In a way, this war 
is helping us build up our (military) capacity.” 


The president said Kony had fled across the border into 
Sudan, but dismissed relations with Sudan, broken last 
year, aS a secondary issue. 
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Uganda's improved economy had enabled him to create 
"a modern, well equipped army by African standards, 
ready to counteract any foreign aggression,’ he said. 


The Sudanese government had armed the rebels with 
Suella shoulder-fired heat-seeking missiles, the presi- 
dent said, “but we took precautions to protect our gun- 
ships.” 


The LRA statement, signed by secretary general Do- 
minic Wanyama, warned civilians planning to travel to 
northern Uganda not to allow themselves to be used as 
“human shields” by the military. 


"Museveni's soldiers are adopting (the) cowardly trick 
of using civilians as human shields by hiding among 
them in civilian clothes in an attempt to penetrate or 
deploy their troops,” it said. 


The statement accused troops aboard helicopter gun- 
ships of killing “hundreds” of civilians indiscriminately. 


It cited “reliable intelligence informauon” to assert 
that chemical weapons for the landlocked Ugandan 
army had already arrived at Dar es Salaam, the capital 
of neighbouring Tanzania, and that the military had 
acquired six new gunships, as well as jet fighters from 
China. 


As well, it said, “a reinforcement of 3,000 soldiers 
believed to be Tanzanians” were in eastern Uganda 
preparing a “well planaed sweep" in northern Uganda. 


It gave no figure for the number of mercenaries it 
said had been recruited by the South African firm, 
but said reinforcements had joined mercenaries already 
Operating “a big military camp” in the Kidepo reserve. 


Uganda: Minister Criticize Politicians for 
Comments on Rebel Leader 


EA1803180696 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1000 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The minister of state in 
the prime minister's office, Mrs. Betty Bigombe, has 
strongly castigated politicians who tend to give credi- 
bility to [rebel leader Joseph] Kony to disrupt Uganda. 


Mrs. Bigombe was addressing civil servants at Nebbi 
{northwestern Uganda] hospital where she had gone to 
console the people upon the iragic loss of lives and 
property during the Karuma-Pakwach ambush [on &th 
March}. She lamenied that such poliucians would do 
anything possible in order to be able to get to power. 


She ruled out any possibility of peace talks with 
rebels of Joseph Kony. Mrs. Bigombe explained that 
Kony took advantage of the relaxed security to commit 
the atrocities. She. however. reassured the people the 
government would do everything possible to ensure that 
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Kony does not again mete out suffering to the people 
of Uganda. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: Anti-Rebel Task Force Set Up in North 


EA1803102396 Nairobi THE EAST AFRICAN 
in English 18 Mar 96 pl 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Two task forces have been 
set up by Uganda's Interim Electoral Commission (IEC} 
to prevent disruptions in Kampala and the north during 
the country’s forthcoming general elections. Their for- 
mation has been prompted by renewed bioody attacks 
by the rebel Lord's Resistance Army and the confu- 
sion which beset Tanzania's first muluparty elecuons 
last year. 


The task force for the north, where government forces 
are battling Chrisuan fundamentalist guerillas opposed 
to the Museveni government, is headed by Haj Aziz 
Kasujja, the commissioner in charge of elecuons in the 
northern region. The Kampala task force is headed by 
Mrs. Florence Nkurukenda, deputy chairman of the IEC, 
and Mr. Charles Owor, a commissioner in charge of 
Buganda region. 


Uganda's first muluparty presidential and parliamentary 
election since President Yower: Museveni took over in 
1986 will be held in May. President Museveni’s main 
challenger is Mr. Paul Ssemogerere of the Democratic 
Party. 


An upsurge in rebel violence, which has claimed more 
then 200 people villians [as published] in less than two 
weeks, has raised fears that the guerillas may disrupt 
voting in the north 


But Mrs. Nkurukenda, a deputy chairman of the IEC and 
a commissioner in charge of Buganda region, insisted 
elections would take place in the north “at all costs and 
in time, whatever kind of special arrangements would 
be required.” [passage omitted] 


Uganda: LRA Official Says Rebels Interested in 
‘Serious’ Talks 


AB/503183396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505S GMT 15 Mar 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The Ugandan Government 
has declared today a day of mourning with services in 
churches and mosques to commemorate the deaths in 
an ambush last Fnday [8 March] by Lord’s Resistance 
Army {LRA] rebels in the north of the country. The 
LRA keeps hitting back in spite of government and 
Army cla'ms to have them on the run. There were claims 
that more than 20 civilians were killed in the incident 
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when rebels hit an Army-escorted convoy on the road 
between Karuma and Pakwach. Other estimates have 
put the toll much higher. [passage omitted) 


Lord's Resistance Army spokesman (Ton.ini Kwan- 
joma) called us up to put the rebel version. Elizabeth 
Ohene asked him if they were sorry for the deaths of so 
many civilians. 

[Begin recording) {(Kwanjama)) Well, we are sorry, 
and we have never meant to kill civilians. And, we 
have repeatedly said, we have given very strict (?police) 
ovders to Our Commanders not to harm any civilians. 
We have ordered them to protect civilians with their 
properties. So, whatever happens, if it actually came 
out of our guns, it is regrettable and it was not directed 
against civilians. It was directed against the enemy, who 
is the Ugandan Government Army. 


{Ohene] There is a lot of talk currently in the country 
that, maybe, it is time that you had talks with the 
government. Now, are you prepared for these talks? 


((Kwanjama)} Well, we have heard this thing through 
the media, and we do not know if it is words coming 
from the government itself or from the horse itself. 


[Ohene] Are you interested in talks though? 


{(Kwanjama)] We are interested and we are serious, 
depending on whether these talks are going to be 
serious, and if we they are going to be conducted in 
a mature manner at international level. We are not 
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prepared to go and (7host) Museveni in the bush, the 
wy he decided to talk our people some time back. 


{Ohene}] When you say al the international level, what 
does that mean? You are not prepared... (pauses) you 
want talks held outside Uganda? 


((Kwanjama)} That is one of our conditions. Talks 
must be held on a neutral ground outside Uganda or, 
if necessary, even outside East Africa. And, we must 
involve the internauonal community also —- if there 
is need for involving, maybe, OAU, or involving the 
United Nations, this is what we are talking about. We 
do not just want to confine these things between me, 
(Wanyama), and Museveni or me and a small person 
like (Ebetibi Gombe). We have to be seen, you know, 
talking to the international community in a mature 
manner. 


[Ohene} So, if it turns oul, as some reports are now 
saying, that President Museveni says that he ts not 
interested in talks? 


\(Kwanjama)}) Well, that is why we are saying it must 
come from himself. If it doesn't come from himself, we 
have a mission and our mission is a military mission. 
So, if he feels he is not interested in peace talks, we 
are not abandoning the mission. We are continuing, and 
the mandate of our commanders is to take Kampala 
militarily. [end recording] 
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Angola 


Angola: Ministers Express Concern About 
Savimbi’s Speech 

MB2003053496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Council of Ministers held a 
meeting at the Futungo de Belas Palace today and exam- 
ined, among other things, the peace process. It reacted 
to the speech by Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA]. Here is Minister Without Portfolio 
General Higino Carneiro. 


[Begin Carneiro recording} The Council of Ministers’ 
session reviewed the implementation of the Lusaka Pro- 
tocol. Detailed information on the latest developments 
in the country was presented at the session, parucularly 
on the confinement of UNITA troops and their integra- 
tion into the Angolan Armed Forces. 


The Council of Ministers expressed concern about the 
recent speech by UNITA President Dr. Jonas Savimbi. 
The content of the speech creates fear and misconcep- 
tions among the national and international communities 
regarding UNITA’s true objectives in the peace process, 
at a time when the recent Libreville meeting had created 
a favorable atmosphere for the smooth implementation 
of the Lusaka Protocol. 


Dr. Jonas Savimbi's speech does not conform with the 
implementation of the Lusaka Protocol, which experi- 
enced major advances over the past few days. Timeta- 
bles have been defined for implementing concrete tasks 
in the peace process, such as concluding the formation 
of the Angolan Armed Forces and establishing a gov- 
ernment of unity and national reconciliation. 


The government believes the most important thing 1s to 
honor the agreements reached in the Lusaka Protocol, 
the Libreville Minutes, and the implemeitation of the 
Program of Actions approved by the Joint Commission. 


Angola must be — as its people wish — a normal coun- 
try, without war, a country of tolerance and respect for 
the rights of each and every person. No one can impose 
his will through the force of arms. The government is 
committed to this objective. There is a need to imple- 
ment the agreements that guarantee peace and stability 
in the country. At this moment, our public statements 
must help create an atmosphere of mutual trust. They 
must convince people that peace is necessary, possible, 
and irreversible, and that the country is big enough for 
us to coexist and express our differences, while main- 
taining our unity. [end recording] 
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Angola: UN’s Beye Says UNITA Still Committed to 
Lusaka Protocol 


MB1903052996 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA], today clarified his speech in Bailundo on 13 
March. Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative 
of the UN secretary general in Angola, and Donald 
Steinberg, the U. S. ambassador to Angola, who visited 
Bailundo today, said the UNITA leader gave assurances 
he was committed to the spirit of Libreville and the 
Lusaka Protocol. 


Concerned with the meaning of Jonas Savimbi's speech 
in Bailundo on 13 M arch, Alioune Blondin Beye; Phillip 
Valery Sibanda, UN Angola Verification Mission-3 
commander, and the ambassadors from Portugal, Rus- 
sia, and United States, who constitute the troika of ob- 
servers, visited Bailundo today where they held a meet- 
ing with the UNITA leader. With the UNITA leader 
they examined the continuation of the confinement of 
UNITA troops. They returned to Luanda full of guaran- 
tees and happy. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese} | am very much 
in a position to give you assurances relaung to the 
firm commitment — I repeat, the firm commitment — 
of UNITA’s political and military leadership and its 
president to the Lusaka peace process. What is more, 
UNITA, its political and military leadership, and partic- 
ularly its president, firmly reaffirmed the spirit and letter 
of the Libreville agreement. Assurances were given with 
regard to the resumption of the confinement in the three 
new areas that we declared open — Ngove, Quibale, 
and Ntuco. After the experience of the first phase of 
the confinement process, measures were adopted to al- 
low the confinement to resume under excellent condi- 
tions. As I spoke about the spirit and letter of Libreville, 
you must then understand that everything will be done 
within the defined timetable, in accordance with the Li- 
breville agreement. (end recording] [passage omitted] 


Angola: UN’s Beye Says Meeting With Savimbi 
‘Positive’ 


MB1903074796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 19 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Bailundo yesterday, His 
Excellency Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, the oldesi one 
and National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola [UNITA] president, received UN Special Repre- 
sentative Alioune Blondin Beye, the troika of observers, 
and the UNITA team to the Joint Commission. 
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(Lutoka Matokissa), Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel [Vorgan) correspondent, reports the 90-minute 
meeting allowed the participants to define future steps 
to implement the Lusaka Protocol. Afterward, Blondin 
Beye told Vorgan the meeting was positive. His views 
were corroborated by the U.S., Portuguese, and Russian 
observers, [passage omitted] 


Angola: Portuguese Chief of General Staff Arrives 


MB1903201696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Admiral Fuzeta da Ponte, Chief 
of the General Staff of the Portuguese Armed Forces 
{FAP}, arrived in Luanda this morning. He was wel- 
comed by Jose Maria, deputy chief of the General Staff 
of the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] . 


(Begin recording) (Da Ponte) | bring a message of 
great friendship from Portugal to the Angolan people. 
Above all, I bring a message of great solidarity from the 
FAP forces to the FAA forces. During my stay here, | 
will hold talks with Chief of Staff Joao de Matos and 
other senior military officers. I will also visit Portuguese 
forces who are cooperating here. This is also — permit 
me to say — a very emotional return after many years. 


(Unidentified correspondent) Admiral, what is your 
comment on the implementation of the Lusaka Protocol? 


[Da Ponte] | believe the present period is one of great 
hope — hope for continued peace, during which there 
is good chance to implement the agreements reached. 
{end recording} 


Angola: Chief of General Staff Receives Portuguese 
Counterpart 


MB2003053696 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Angolan-Portuguese cooper- 
ation to complete the formation of the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] will increase. This was revealed by Gen- 
eral Joao de Matos, Chief of the FAA General Staff, 


[Begin De Matos recording) Our cooperation is improv- 
ing rapidly (words indistinct]. We had an opportunity 
today to draw up future prospects and look into how 

Portugal can help establish the FAA. [end record- 
ing} (passage omitted] 
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Angola: UNITA Soldiers Reportedly Leave 
Assembly Areas 

MB1903201396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} About a week after the Joint 
Commission toured assembly areas for UNITA [Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angola) mil- 
itary forces, there are still no signs of improved living 
conditions for soldiers and their families. Several sol- 
diers have left assembly areas in search of better living 
conditions. 


The United Nations has confirmed the substandard 
conditions in assembly areas, but promises to correct 
the situation have not been fulfilled. The UN special 
representative in Angola and the troika of observers 
reviewed the situation wii UNITA President Jonas 
Malheiro Savimbi in Bailundo on 18 March. The second 
phase of the quartering exercise depends on a solution 
to those problems by the UN Office for Humanitarian 
Assistance Coordination. After meeting the UNITA 
leader, Alioune Blondin Beye and U.S. Ambassador 
Donald Steinberg said UNITA is committed to fulfilling 
the peace accord. 


Botswana 


Botswana: President Masire Congratulates Mugabe 
on Election Victory 


MB2003122796 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 20 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Sir Ketumile 
Masire, has sent a message to the president of the 
Republic of Zimbabwe, Mr. Robert Mugabe, on the 
occasion of his free election victory. 


Sir Ketumile sent his heart-felt congratulations on his 
own behalf and on behalf of the government and the 
people of Botswana. He says it is his ardent hope that 
the strong bonds of friendship and the cordial relations 
that exist between the two countries and people would 
grow from strength to strength for the mutual benefit of 
the people of Botswana and Zimbabwe. Sir Ketumile 
also wishes President Mugabe continued personal good 
health and peace, prosperity, and happiness for the 
people of the Republic of Zimbabwe. 


Botswana: Foreign Minister Returns From Japan 
Visk 19 March 

MB1903134796 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The minister for foreign 
affairs, Lieutenant Mompati Merafhe, returned to 
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Gaborone today from a week-long visit to Japan 
which was to promote trade relations between Japan 
and Botswana, and to attract Japanese investment to 
Botswana. General Merafhe met with officials from 
Japan External Trade Organization, Southern African 
Trade Association, Mazda, Japan International Cooper- 
ation Agency to discuss issues of trade and investment 
promotion. He invited investors to come and invest in 
Botswana because of the country’s good investment 
Climate as well as political and economic stability. 


Botswana: Paper Expresses Satisfaction With U.S. 
Official’s Visit 

MB1903143996 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS 
in English 1 Mar 96 p2 


(Editorial: "Business community should get to work") 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Concluding a memorandum of 
understanding with the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) to expand United States of Amer- 
ica and African business opportunities was an admirable 
act the US Secretary of Commerce, Mr Ronald Brown, 
during his visit to Botswana last weekend. [sentence as 


published] 


Indeed, it was a positive response to Sir Ketumile 
Masire’s declaration of the SADC region as ready for 
foreign investments and trade with America. 


The people of Botswana and the region do not only 
welcome Secretary Brown to their region as a leading 
American personality to advocate on the spot his 
country’s willingness to engage in meaningful business 
with southern Africa, but they welcome most, the 
Opportunity of sharing direct investment from a leading 
economic giant like the USA offered by his visit. 


The honour now lies with the people of this region 
to accept and put into action the good ideas and 
proposals expressed during a series of meetings between 
Secretary Brown's delegation and the region's business 
community. 


At the same time, the region should continue improving 
the investment climate by consolidating political reform, 
democratisation, governance, as well as attracting the 
private sector to display dynamism and come to the 
fore-front of activities. 


We note with satisfaction that work done so far along 
this line has impressed Secretary Brown and his dele- 


gation. 

Secretary Brown's visit has left the whole SADC region 
in no doubt that areas of telecommunications, health 
Care, agribusiness, food processing, power generation, 
transportation infrastructure, to mention some, have won 
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US business interest. This it has been revealed clearly 
where a start can be made. [sentence as published) 


We have to admit that Sir Ketumile's efforts of recruit- 
ing investors for the SADC all over the world have been 
rewarded. All that the region's business community has 
to do now is to get to work. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Holidays’ Approval Places Chissano 
in Difficult Position 


MB1903083296 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
12 Mar 96 pp 1,2 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) President Joaquim Chissano 
is stuck between a rock and a hard place. If he accepts 
the law on holidays, he will alienate a large section of 
society. If he rejects it, he risks entering into conflict 
with his own party — and with the economic alliance 
many local observers perceive as existing between the 
Mozambique Liberation Front (Frelimo) leadership and 
certain commercial circles. [passage omitted] 


The Catholic Church already has rejected that law. 
Its spokesmen have even rejected the Frelimo bench’s 
proposal to transform Good Friday into a holiday to 
compensate for the introduction of two Islamic holidays. 
The Catholic Church argues that this is not a matter for 
politicians to decide. [passage omitted] 


The abolition of religious holidays is one of the foun- 
dations of the Mozambican state's laicism. To try dis- 
cussing laicism in general evades the issue. From the 
first minute, the Mozambican state's laicism has rested 
on the foundation of an absence of religious holidays. 
Thus, any law introducing religious holidays after the 
Constitution was adopted necessarily violates the Con- 
stitution in its letter and, especially, in its spirit. [passage 
omitted] 


President Chissano has an unrivalled opportunity to 
show himself to be the “president of all Mozambican 
people” and not just president of the Frelimo Party. In 
a nutshell, the Frelimo Party has just pushed him to a 
decision opposing what the party's Assembly bench has 
just approved. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Renamo Official—M inisters, Others 
Involved in Corruption 

MB1903083396 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
13 Mar 96 pl 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt} Raul Domingos, head of the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] bench in 
the Assembly of the Republic, on 11 March accused 
“ministers, provincial governors, and other lower-ranked 
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government officials” of being directly involved in acts 
of corruption. 


Speaking before the items on the order of the day 
were read out, the Renamo official commented on the 
Mozambique Liberation Front Party's decision to turn 
down Renamo's draft law proposal that foreign aid 
figures be made public. From his point of view, this law 
would allow the people “to see and hear those who want 
a more transparent approach, a correct use of money 
given us in the form of loans or donations, to follow 
the evolution of the public debt, and the reasons for 
having that debt.” 


Domingos noted "this made it abundantly clear that 
there is a well-endowed class which subjects the people 
to the most abject misery, grabbing all the foreign aid 
which should be used to reduce the people's p verty and 
to promote development and growth in this country.” 


The Renamo official further stressed that many countries 
are scaling down their aid to Mozambique "for reasons 
relating to the unpunished flourishing of corruption." 
He added that, within this context, he cannot see much 
being achieved in the government's upcoming talks with 
the Club of Paris. [passage omitted] 


Domingos also described the so-called “Chimwenje" 
["Torch" Zimbabwean dissidents} as a “farce” intended 
"wo divert the attention of the people who see their 
survival ever more endangered because of the spiralling 
prices of basic goods as opposed to their meager 
salaries.” 


Mozambique: Demobilized Government, Renamo 
Soldiers Mutiny 


MB1903201296 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(Report by Gomes Jossuma in Quelimane] 


(FBIS Transiated Text} Demobilized government and 
Renamo (Mozambique National Resistance) soldiers 
from the Alto Molocue, Gile, and Ile Districts of Zam- 
bezia Province raided the Alto Molocue Administra- 
tor’s palace on 18 March, stealing and breaking pots, 
plates, and other household items. The demobilized sol- 
diers vandalized the town of Alto Molocue, raiding and 
plundering several shops. Businesses and other activi- 
ties came to a standstill. 


The demobilized soldiers are demanding an allowance 
of 3 million meticais each, allegedly promised by the 
UN Operation in Mozambique (Unomoz]. They are 
also demanding that government pay them pensions, 
integrate them into civilian life, and pay two months’ 
salaries once Unomoz's |18-month allowances are set- 
Ued. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 15 


The mutineers raided and plundered houses and attacked 
a private truck carrying 25,000 coconuts, stealing 10 
million meticais from the driver. 


Reports from Alto Molocue say District Administrator 
Tomas Massina tried in vain to pay the 5,000 mutineers 
with 24 million meticais earmarked for retired soldiers 
who did not take part in the mutiny. Massina fled the 
area and his whereabouts are unknown. A missionary 
managed to stop the mutiny, but the mutineers say 
they will stage another demonstration on 25 March. 
Some of the mutineers have been arrested by the Rapid 
Intervention Police. 


Mozambique: Editorial Comments on U.S. Human 
Rights Report 

MB1 803090896 Maputo DEMOS in Portuguese 

13 Mar 96 p 16 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] The U.S. State Department 
has published a report on the human rights situation in 
Mozambique and, despite imprecisions and omissions, 
it reflects the belief that there was a positive evolution 
in this area in the country last year. 


The Mozambican Government may well consider itself 
fortunate that the report describes this as a country 
where efforts are made to respect human rights. [passage 
omitted] 


Though we readily welcome this perceived positive 
evolution in human rights in our country, it is not any 
less true that we must all accept that there is still much 
to do in this area. 


Without the preservation of human rights, the very 
democracy we chose will be chopped down. 


When the Mozambique Human Rights League re- 
ported a failure to respect citizens’ rights, many voices 
promptly made the incredible call that it should not have 
the right to convey its views. 


From our point of view, the glaring hole in the U.S. State 
Department's report is that it says nothing whatever 
about what donors have been doing to strengthen 
democracy in Mozambique. 


To speak about the frailty of the Assembly of the 
Republic, justice institutions, and police authorities 
alone does not give them much-needed material and 
human resources the country does not have. 


The heavy colonial legacy, natural disasters, and war 
have taken the best of our wealth. To make matters 
worse, the country still is suffering from a lack of 
good sense, which can only surface through dialogue. 
For Mozambique to lift its enormous burden, it will 
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need the help of countries that support democracy. 
We can only make one call on them: That they see 
our need for support without ulterior motives so our 
entire society can work to deepen democracy as an 
"obligatory" condition for the maintenance of human 


rights. 

Only 14 months have passed since the installation of 
multiparty democracy. This is far too litte time for 
many human rights-related errors to be corrected and 
eliminated. However, it is credible that democracy has 
come to this country to stay. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King’s Office Denies Existence of 
‘Faceless’ Elders 

MB2003092596 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 20 Mar 96 pp I, 2 


(Report by Pat Jele) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The King’s office said yester- 
day that there is nothing like faceless Labadzala (Elders) 
in this country. The King’s Private Secretary, Mr Paul 
Shabangu said every leader in this country has a title, 
starting from His Majesty King Mswati III, Her Majesty 
the Queen Mother, Prime Minister Prince Mbilini and 
Cabinet, members of the royal family and Chiefs. He 
called for an immediate end on reference to labadzala, 
saying such people do not exist at all in this country. 
Mr Shabangu said whoever claims to have been sent by 
Labadzala or is accusing Labadzala must be asked to 
explain what they mean. 


This week, Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Sishayi Nxumalo 
was quoted as having blamed the so-called Labadzala 
for delaying the signing of an instrument empowering 
him to administer the Tinkhundla office. 


"These faceless elders that are always talked about are 
not known to the King’s Office and therefore, we cannot 
talk about them,” said Mr Shabangu. 


Over the weekend, Siteki top businessman and Chair- 
man of Siteki Town Council, Mr Moses Motsa told 
a meeting of Chiefs that some faceless elders had in- 
structed government not to evict the leader of traditional 
healers, Dr Nhlavana Maseko from occupying a govern- 
ment building, formerly known as the Bamboo Inn. 


He is quoted as having said that the instruction was 
communicated to the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Development by the King’s Private Secretary, Mr Sha- 
bangu. 


Mr Shabangu yesterday denied the allegation, adding 
that he never spoke to Mr Motsa about the issue. 
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"I cannot talk about something that I do not know," 
he said. "I do not know who labadzala are and where 
they can be found in this country except for the King, 
Queen Mother, Prime Minister and Cabinet, members of 
the royal household and chiefs. I am always specific in 
what I say for the people to be clear what I am talking 
about.” 


Swaziland: Two SFTU Members Charged Under 
Industrial Relations Act 


MB2003095396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 20 Mar 96 pp 1, 36 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Manzini — Two members of 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) have 
been served with summons to appear in court later this 
month for contravening the Industrial Relations Act, 
1996. If convicted, the two face a fine of not more than 
ES,000 [emalangeni] or imprisonment not exceeding 
five years. 


They are Themba Msibi who leads the university 
workers union (SUNASHI) [Swaziland Union of Non- 
Academic Staff of Higher Instituuons) and Barbara 
Diamini, secretary general of the Swaziland Hotel and 
C.. sring Workers Union (SHCWU). 


This was confirmed by SFTU secretary general Jan 
Sithole late yesterday evening. He said the SFTU 
members received the summons from police yesterday 
morning. 


The SFTU yesterday said they believe the two are not 
the last leaders to be served with such summons. This 
is because some of the leaders of the SFTU were not 
found by the police who wanted to deliver them their 
summons. 


The two leaders are said to have contravened certain 
sections of che said law. 


One of the counts says they have contravened Section 
40(2\3) which reads; 


— A federation or an officer thereof shall not act, either 
by instruction to its members, or by taking instructions 
from its members in any way that might be held as 
being in restrain of trade, or in any other manner that 
may be construed as giving the federation the status or 
function of an industry union, industry staff association 
or employers association and without prejudice to the 
generality of the fore-going, a federation or an officer 
thereof shall not call any members of an industry 
union, industry staff association or any other person 
who is not a member of the federation, to any of its 
meetings and give such members or person or take 
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from such members or person any instructions, advice 
Or suggestions or comply, acquiesce or succumb to any 
demands, orders or instructions from such members or 
person which may cause or result in a violation of this 
Act. 


Sub-section three reads; 


— A federation or officer thereof which causes or incites 
the cessation or slow down of work or economic activity 
by an organisation or members of such an organisation 
or contravenes sub- section two (2) shall be guilty of 
an offence and upon conviction, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding E5,000 or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding five years. 


They are also alleged to have contravened Section 
73(S\(aXb) of the same Act which forbids an organi- 
sation or federation in which they are office holders, to 
take an essential service to strike. 


They are also liable to a fine of ES,000 for this charge. 


Sithole said the have information that the two are not 
the last to be served with such summons. 


The SFTU yesterday met at the New George Hotel 
to resolve the issue h’ unfortunately it did not form 
a quorum. Another meeting has been arranged for 
tomorrow. 


"But we condemn the :astrument used because it was, on 
its formulation, hell-bent to criminalise the Act,” Sithole 
said. 


He argued that the Act also does not guarantee the 
International Labour Organisation's rights of freedom 
of association and the right to bargaining and that of 
assembly. 


It could not be explained last night where the charges 
stem from. 


Government officials or the DPP {director of public 
prosecutions] were not available for comment at the 
time of going to press. 


Swaziland: Rights Group—State Hijacked 
Constitutional Review Process 

MB2003093896 Mbabane THE SWAZ/ OBSERVER 
in English 20 Mar 96 p 2 


{Report by Sibusiso Mngad:} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The Human Rights Association 
of Swaziland (Humaras) has accused government of 
hijacking the constitutional review process “for its own 
selfish ends” and called for a transitional administration 


to manage change. 
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Humaras Secretary General, Dr. Joshua Mzizi said the 
constituuional process cannot legitimately take place in 
the presence of the 1973 Decree. 


In a three-page statement, Dr Mzizi also suggested 
that His Majesty King Mswati Ill should appoint a 
transitional government as soon as possible because the 
present one cannot manage change. 


“The King should employ convenuonal wisdom and 
appoint a transiuonal Government as soon as possible 
before the present Government does further harm to the 
envisaged constituuonal process,” he said. 


Dr Mzizi observed that there are currently confusing 
opinions in the country. 


"Traditional advisors are scared of change; political 
party advocates want change, especially the reinsutu- 
tionalization of party activity in Swaziland; the interna- 
tional community is calling for representative democ- 
racy that ensures transparency and justice in govern- 
ment,” he said. 


He added: “His Majesty has the right to champion 
change in accordance with the will of the people. He 
must, however, ensure that the process takes place 
smoothly, maturely, transparently, representatvely and 
fairly.” 


Dr Mzizi also announced that the organisation has 
resolved to retake its position as a human rights watch- 
dog. He said they will therefore not enter into alliance 
with trade unions, politcal parties or any other civic 
groups. 


“To this end, it was resolved that Humaras cannot be 
party to the newly formed Democratic Alliance which 
recently issued the Kwaluseni Declaration,” he said. 


He said the organisation will take a neutral stand despite 
that individual members may share sentiment of the 
Democratic Alliance. 


“Humaras as an organisation will take a neutral but 
committed position in its mission to ensure that laws 
that infringe on the nghts of citizens are repealed; that 
ciuzens are encouraged to observe the laws of the land 
at all times and the State should take the responsibility 
of promoting and protecting basic rights and freedoms 
of all cituzens,” he said. 


Dr Mzizi also announced that the organisation has 
elected new officers in the national executive. 


The President is Mr Vulindiela Msiti, the Mayor of 
Mankayane Town, Vice President, Mr Vusi Masuku; 
Treasurer, Mr Simon Noge, Businessman and Assistant 
Secretary, Self-employed journalist. 
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Zambia 


Zambia: NGO’s Deplore President Chiluba’s 
Remarks 


MB1903071096 Lusaka THE POST in English 
19 Mar 96 


(Report by Reuben Phiri; received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Non-Governmental Organ- 
isations (NGO's) have deplored President Frederick 
Chiluba’s remarks that they have no right to discuss 
matters of national interest. Chiluba told a press con- 
ference last week Wednesday [13 March) that he was 
“baffled that most NGO's are externally financed and 
their leaders are not part time.” 


“That makes the character of the NGO's suspect and | 
become suspicious,” Chiluba said adding: "I have never 
heard of NGO's talk of national interest." 


But principal consultant at the Media Resource Centre 
(MRC), Robby Makayi, charged that the President was 
being insincere because he also came from an NGO. 
"The president has forgotten that the Zambia Congress 
of Trade Unions where he came from is an NGO," 
Makayi said in an interview on Saturday. 


And Executive Director for Inter-African Network for 
Human Rights and Development (AFRONET), Ngande 
Mwanajiti called on the government to “commend 
the role played by NGO's, churches and the labour 
movement in pressing for the re-introduction of a multi- 
party system of governance.” 


"The image of the NGOs has not changed since then. 
If anything, it is only fair for all those that campaigned 
for the restoration of democracy to ensure that the gains 
are not lost,” Mwanajiti said. 


Mwanajiti also dismissed claims that NGO's were 
accountable to people who finance them adding: “It 
is important to note that governments in Africa have 
tended to blame external forces every time citizens raise 
their voices. The UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] government blamed most of its difficulties on 
external enemies too." 


Non-governmental Organisations Coordinating Com- 
mittee chairperson (NGOCC), Susan Jere also declared 
on ZNBC [Zambian National Broadcasting Corporation] 
TV “tell the nation” programme last week that "NGO's 
have the right to discuss matters of national interest.” 
Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace secretary 
general, Father Joe Komakoma called on the govern- 
mm tesist from making accusations against NGO's. 


© no private agendas apart from reminding the 
government of what the Mwanakatwe Review Commis- 
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sion report says," Komakoma Said in an interview last 
Thursday. 


Youth Federation of Zambia member Lee Habasonda 
also charged that the government had a hand in the 
proliferation of NGO's in the country. "The same MMD 
{Movement for Multiparty Democracy] government 
signed an agreement with Southern University [word 
indistinct] education organisations,” Habasonda sai d in 
an interview on Saturday, adding: “Therefore we have 
a common interest contrary to what the President said." 


Komakoma also disclosed that the "Green paper" of 
the citizens convention would be ready in the next two 
weeks. The paper will be circulated to all NGO's, the 
church, the government and inte:national organisations. 


Zambia: UNIP Decries Chiluba’s Intervention in 
Housing Prices 

MB2003103996 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA 

in English 20 Mar 96 


(Unattributed report: “Chiluba Wins Huge Praise Over 
Houses" — received via Internet] 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Foundation for Demo- 
cratic Process (FODEP) Tuesday came out in full sup- 
port of President Frederick Chiluba’s intervention on 
prices being asked by councils for houses on sale. 


FODEP National Secretary, Bishop John Mamba, said 
Mr Chiluba’s stand was a positive step in the right di- 
rection because democracy was about hearing people's 
cries. "Democracy should be seen to empower the cit- 
izens economically and politically. The action taken is 
long over due because the councils have exploited ten- 
ants for a long time,” he said. 


Bishop Mambo said Mr Chiluba’s voice in the matter 
was “a voice for the voiceless" and hoped that it will not 
just end at the sale of houses, but extended to other areas 
where citizens continue to be exploited by a privileged 
few. “I believe the millers (of maize flour) have had it 
coming for too long. It is high time they worked out 
their profit margins and resisted exploiting the poor,” 
he said. 


In Ndola, some residents whose houses were visited by 
President Chiluba on Sunday, have heaped praise on 
him saying without his intervention councils would have 
stuck to unreasonable price structures. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] leaders maintained their position that President 
Chiluba is politicking and that he was misplacing 
priorities by reducing prices of old council houses. 
UNIP District Secretary in Ndoia, Mr Esheli Kasompe, 
charged that the move by the President was meant 
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to woo votes irom the electorate. Mr Kasompe said 
UNIP wanted the President to put his priorities in order 
by reducing mealier meal prices and prices for all 
children's food in order to reduce cases of malnutrition. 


He said UNIP was also demanding that the Government 
create more jobs by establishing more industries and 
factories and strengthening the local manufacturing and 
agricultural sectors and abolishing school and medical 
fees to enable poor families to send their children to 
schools and hospitals. 


In the past President Chiluba has maintained that his 
governr.cnt will not intervene in any of the country’s 
market driven pricing structure. Government has con- 
sistently explained that when Zambia's own harvest of 
maize hits the market in two months time, then there 
won't be need of anybody intervening in the prices of 
the staple maize flour because market forces will au- 
tomatically drive down prices. In 1995 Zambia could 
only manage to harvest half of the annual national food 
requirement, leaving the balance to be imported by gov- 
ernment. 


Mr Chiluba has also maintained that there will be 
need to stabilise the macro and micro economic factors 
before any government can hope to reach a stage 
where a reasonable number of jobs can be created. This 
year, therefore, government is expecting a six percent 
economic growth from since about 20 years ago when 
the national economy went intc the mud. 


Zambia: UNIP Criticized for Inciting ‘Civil Strife’ 


MB1803073196 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 18 Mar 96 


{Report by Dickson Kaminda; received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Labour movement, two 
Opposition parties and the business community in Kitwe 
Friday [15 March] fired a salvo at UNIP [United 
National Independence Party] for allegedly inciting civil 
strife. 


Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) Secretary- 
General Alec Chirwa said it was unfortunate that mature 
political parties like UNIP could resort to acts of 
violence at a time when its president Dr Kaunda was 
calling for a government of national unity. 


Mr Chirwa said calling for confrontation with govern- 
mem because of the presidential clause was counter- 
revolutionary and urged UNIP leaders to press for di- 
alogue whenever they differ with the ruling party. He 
asked UNIP leaders to tell the nation what they would 
do if they were in power because Dr Kaunda would 
have locked up anyone calling for civil disobedience if 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 19 


he was in power, adding that UNIP leaders should not 
have short memories. 


The labour chief said Zambians should not be misdi- 
rected (words indistinct] politicians who want to set 
the nation ablaze for personal gain. Zambia Democratic 
Congress (ZDC) Coordinator on the Copperbelt, Roland 
Sikaneta and national secretary for Health and Human 
Services, Dr Siuame Kaulule, said only primitive lead- 
ers could sink so low and resort to confrontation with 
government. 


Mr Sikaneta said UNIP utterances would just fuel 
the inevitable breakdown of law and order and urged 
politicians to be careful as the presidential and general 
elecuons draw near. He said UNIP leaders should 
always bear in mind the fact that citizens have only 
one country to boast about which should be jealously 
guarded. 


Mkushi Silver Copper Mines chief Execuuve Mr Vemos 
Chomba said UNIP leaders should refrain from their 
tradition of violence. Mr Chomba warned that there 
would not be any investor in the country if UNIP leaders 
tore the country to pieces through dangerous utterances 
and urged people not to vote for leaders who were bent 
on political violence. 


He appealed to Non-Government Organisations and 
some Catholics not to blindly support people who were 
being used by greedy politicians and said that the 
controversial presidential clause was not aimed at Dr 
Kaunda. 


In his contribution Mata company managing director Mr 
Henry Mutale said UNIP leaders should start looking for 
an alternative candidate to replace Dr Kaunda since the 
presidential clause would not allow him to challenge 
President Chiluba. 


Mr Mutale said UNIP leaders who were inciting vio- 
lence should not be supported by any peace loving cit- 
izen. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Officially Declared Winner in 
Presidential Election 


MB1903111796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1058 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} HARARE March 19 SAPA — 
President Robert Mugabe was on Tuesday morning de- 
Clared the winner of Zimbabwe's presidential elections 
and affirmed in office for another six-year term as the 
country’s ruler after crushing his two reluctant oppo- 
nents at the weekend. 
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The taste of his predictable victory was, however, 
spoiled by a major stay-away and the lowest voter 
turnout in national elections since he first came to 
power in 1980. Registrar-general Tobaiwa Mudede 
announced that Mugabe, 72, president of the ruling 
ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] (PF) party, 
had received 1,404,501 votes, 92 percent of the total cast 
in the two-day elections that ended on Sunday night. 


Trailing far behind with just 72,600 votes or 4.7 percent 
of the votes cast was Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 71, leader 
of the United Parties. Rev Ndabaningi Sithole, 76, head 
of the tribally-based ZANU (Ndonga) party, managed 
about half of Muzorewa’s votes with 36,960 or 2.4 
percent of the turnout. Sithole’s total was less than the 
42,985 votes that were spoilt. 


Both opponents withdrew from the elections, saying 
the electoral system was unfair, but electoral officials 
refused to accept their withdrawal as it had come too 
late. 


The voter turnout of 1,557,558 represents 31.7 percent 
of the total electorate of 4.9 million and is well below 
the 2.5 million who voted in the last presidential 
elections in 1990. Mugabe's critics said the turnout was 
a major embarrassment for the president, who had been 
expected to overwhelm his opponents. 


Tuesday's edition of the state-controlled HERALD 
newspaper, the country’s main daily, repeatedly de- 
scribed Mugabe's victory as a "landslide", but made no 
mention of the turnout. 


"I feel very good that we have been successful in 
boycotting his bogus election,” said Muzorewa. “I 
regard that figure (the turnout) as a rejection of Mugabe. 
Mr Mugabe does not have a mandate to rule this 
country. We are being ruled by a black minority one- 
party dictatorship.” 

Political analysts said the sharp slip in Mugabe's ability 
to draw a massive turnout weakened his almost total 
hold on his party, and that it would encourage dissenting 
voices within ZANU (PF) to question his authority with 
increasing boldness. “It means that in the near future he 
is going to have a hard time doing things his way,” 
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commented a Western diplomat. “This could be the 
beginning of the end for Mugabe.” 


Human rights organisauons have said that parliamentary 
elections last year, in which ZANU (PF) secured all but 
two of the 150 seats in parliament, had been free insofar 
as relatively litte open intimidation and violence took 
place against opposition parues. However, they ruled the 
elections unfair because of the electoral system, which 
they said gave Mugabe and his party an unassailable 
advantage Over the opposition; an annual state grant of 
R13 million {rands) made to political parties goes only 
to ZANU (PF), Mugabe is constitutionally enutled to 
appoint 30 of the 150 members of parliament and the 
ruling party has almost absolute control over the media. 


"It's the same again this year, only worse because 
Mugabe has continued to consolidate his hold on 
power,” said a constitutional lawyer. 


Zimbabwe: Government Willing To Liberalize 
Trade, Investment 


MB1903053296 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of industry and 
commerce, Dr. Herbert Murerwa, says political will ex- 
ists within government to remove any impediments to 
trade and investment identified by the business commu- 
nity. Dr. Murerwa was speaking in Harare this morning 
when he officially opened the G-15 Business and In- 
vestment Forum. The minister said government has al- 
ready implemented measures to liberalize trade at both 
the multilateral and regional levels. The measures in- 
clude the removal of import licenses on all imported 
goods, the removal of price controls, and the elimina- 
tion of subsidies on exports. The Business Investment 
Forum is being chaired by Zimbabwean industrialist, 
Mr. (Morris Msefelani), and the meeting is being at- 
tended by all G-15 members. The main objectives of 
the investment foruin are to promote direct economic 
cooperauon among developing countries and to provide 
occasions for the G-15 business communities to meet 
and identify potential partners. 
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Benin: Newspaper Reports Kerekou Wins With 54 
Percent of Votes 


AB2003094396 Paris AFP in French 
0739 GMT 20 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Cotonou, 20 Mar (AFP) — 
Beninese daily LE MATIN published the 
“full results of the second round” of the 18 March 
presidential election today, presenting Mathieu Kerekou 
as the winner with 54 percent of the votes against 46 
percent by incumbent President Nicephore Soglo. 


The newspaper does not state the origin of these figures. 
However, according to well informed and corroborating 
sources, the technicians of the National Institute of 
Statistics finished processing the full results of the poll 


last night. 


The results published by LE MATIN include, notably, 
those of the Cotonou district, where Mr. Soglo report- 
edly obtained 63.5 percent of the votes. In the central 
district of Zou, his home region, the incumbent is said 
to have won 80.1 percent of the votes. 


So fas, the Independent National Electoral Commission 
has only published the results of an entire department 
— Mono — and half of another — Zou. Its chairman, 
Leopold Dossou, says he wants to wait for the "written 
confirmation” of the figures, which were given on 
telephone. 

Mr. Soglo’s supporters denounced yesterday the "ma- 
nipulation of public opinion” after the national radio 
broadcast at midday partial results, which represented 
three-quarters of the electorate and which credited Re- 
tired General Kerekou with 59 percent of the votes. 
They pointed out that these figures did not take account 
of the results of Cotonou and Zou, which are considered 
to be Soglo strongholds. 


The results of the election should be declared by the 
Constitutional Court. Already, representatives of the two 
candidates have filed several petitions for cancellation. 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Cote d’ivoire: Lebanese Speaker Calls on Premier 
Duncan, Comments 
AB 1903085396 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 


Nationale-Une Network in French 
1900 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lebanese Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Birri, who is on visit to Cote d'Ivoire, was 
received by Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan in 
Abidjan this afternoon. Both officials reviewed bilateral 
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relations of political cooperation. Let us listen to the 
Lebanese official expressing his satisfaction with his 
being in Cote d'Ivoire: 


(Begin Birri recording) It is an honor for me to be in 
this country of friendship and to have called on the 
prime minister. We discussed bilateral relations and the 
agreements existing between our two countries. I also 
had the honor of inviting the prime minister to visit 
Lebanon for further discussions. [end recording) 


Cote d’Ivoire: President Bedie Receives Lebanon’s 
Nabih Birri 


AB2003084696 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} At the end of his visit to Cote 
d'Ivoire which began on 16 March, Nabih Birri, the 
Lebanese National Assembly speaker, was received at 
Daoukro early this afternoon by President Henri Konan 
Bedie. Pascal Amani Kouadi reports: 


{Begin Kouadio recording] Dancing and singing groups 
and schoolchildren have in their way welcomed Nabih 
Birri, Lebanese National Assembly speaker. Mr. Birri 
arrived at Daoukro at 1220 and was weiconied at the 
entrance of the president's residence by Mrs. Therese 
Zeranze, Daoukro prefect and other elected officials. 
Also present at the president's residence were traditional 
chiefs and the Lebanese community at Daoukro. 


His Excellency Nabih Birri was received by the presi- 
dent of the Republic. The meeting was attended by the 
Daoukro prefect, the Lebanese ambassador in Lebanon, 
Moustapha Diaby, the Samatiguila deputy, and a large 
Lebanese community. The meeting was cordial. The 
Lebanese speaker offered President Bedie a painting. 
In return, President Bedie offered Nabih Birri a statue 
and a cloth. Mr. Birri spoke to newsmen after the audi- 
ence: 


[Begin Birri recording) It is an honor to visit the 
birthplace of President Bedie. He was kind enough to 
receive us. I came with greetings from the Lebanese 
president to President Bedie and I seized the opportunity 
to confirm the invitation extended him to visit Lebanon, 
and the president has promised to honor the invitation. 
It was an opportunity to discuss the profound and 
historic relations between Cote d'Ivoire and Lebanon, 
spanning over 100 years. We talked of the civilization 
represented here by the Lebanese community of over 
40,000 persons. The president has promised that Cote 
d'Ivoire will reopen its embassy in Beirut. (passage 
omitted] [end recording) 
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[Announcer] [passage omitted) Nabih Birr was also 
received by his Ivorian counterpart Charles Bauza 
Donwahi. Toure Carlos Yerekpin reports: 


(Begin Yerekpin recording) By visiting our country, 
Nabih Birri hoped to strengthen relations between the 
two countries. [passage omitted] He was interested in 
how our assembly functions and does not not rule out 
the forging of relations between the assemblies of the 
two countries. [passage omitted] (end recording) 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Government Satisfied With The Hague 
Verdict on Bakassi 


AB1803083096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria has expressed satis- 
faction with the decisions of the International Court of 
Justice on her case with Cameroon over the Bakassi 
Peninsula. In an interview at The Hague, the legal ad- 
viser to the head of state, Dr. Awolowo Yadudu, said 
that it was clear that Nigeria was at advantage. The le- 
gal adviser, who was at the court last week when the 
parties made representations to it, stated that the verdict 
could be predicted from the facts of the case. 


Also commenting on the verdict, a former attorney gen- 
eral and minister of justice, Chief Richard Akinjide, said 
that Nigeria should be cautious in the handling of the 
visit of the United Nations observer mission to the dis- 
puted area. He said in an interview at The Hague that 
the government should consider carefully the mission's 
composition because of the politics that could surround 
it. The former attorney general emphasized that govern- 
ment should preserve all documentary evidences to the 
mission. 


Nigeria: Cameroon’s Earlier Promise To Abide by 
UN Decision Noted 

AB1 803103296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 0600 GMT 17 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text } The president of Cameroon, 
Mr. Paul Biya, says his country is committed to a 
peaceful resolution of the dispute over the Bakassi 
Peninsula. He also promised that Cameroon would abide 
by the decision of the UN Security Council. This is 
contained in a letter written to the UN by President 
Biya. 


The Security Council had on the 29th of last month 
written to the heads of state of the two countries to 
seek a peaceful resolution of the dispute. It advised them 
to withdraw their forces to the positions they occupied 
before the case was referred to the world court. 


FBIS-AFR-96-055 
20 March 1996 


Nigeria: Justice Minister Issues Statement on 
World Court Ruling 


AB1903085596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 18 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The federal attorney general 
and minister of justice, Chief Michael Agbamuche, 
today in Lagos briefed the nation on the judicial process 
at the International Court of Justice, ICJ, concerning 
the Nigeria-Cameroon case over Bakassi. In a press 
Statement, the attorney general recalled the allegation 
leveled by Cameroon at The Hague against Nigeria and 
Nigeria's refutal of the allegation which claims that 
Nigeria is the aggressor. 


Chief Agbamuche also recalled last week's three-point 
declaration of the International Court of Justice on the 
Nigeria-Cameroon case. He quoted the ICJ as declaring 
that both parties should observe the agreement reached 
at Kara, Togo, in February this year for the cessation of 
all hostilities in the Bakassi. 


The court, he said, also ruled that the evidence adduced 
by Cameroon were contradictory and not enough for 
the court to make categorical order as requested by 
Cameroon. Part of the ICJ's declaration was also that 
both parties to the conflict should ensure that their 
troops do not go beyond the positions they were prior 
to the 3 February clash and that they should lend every 
assistance to the United Nations fact-finding mission to 
the Bakassi Peninsula. 


Stating Nigeria's reaction to the ICJ’s declarations, 
Chief Agbamuche said the Federal Government consid- 
ers the court's orders favorable and acceptable because 
the status quo prior to the 3 February clash as presented 
by Nigeria is to be maintained. He said government 
also considers the court's orders sound and just in that 
Cameroon's request for reparation and damages on alle- 
gations of loss of lives and destruction of property was 
not entertained. 


The Federal attorney general also expressed satisfaction 
with the ICJ's rejection of Cameroon's request for the 
(wo parties to abstain from all military activities along 
the entire boundary until the fiaal determination of the 
case. Chief Agbamuche then congratulated members of 
the Nigerian team at the Hague for what he describes as 
their brilliant performance. He also thanked the Armed 
Forces and the Nigerian press for their patriotism and 
solidarity. 
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Nigeria: Radio Comments International Court's 
Ruling on Bakassi 


AB1803121196 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(Commentary by Wale Abioye]) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bakassi Peninsula on the 
Nigeria-Cameroon border came under an unprecedented 
global attention about two years ago when Cameroon 
dramatically intensified its territorial claim to the oil- 
rich area. Cameroon's interest in the area dates back 
to the late 1960's with the then Ahmadou Ahijo ad- 
ministration seeking concessions from the Nigerian au- 
thorities over access to part of the peninsula. Observers 
contend that Cameroon's attempt at seeking concessions 
indisputably confirm Nigeria's ownership of the penin- 
sula, and up till now there is no legal instrument any- 
where to prove that Nigeria ever ceded any part of the 
area to Cameroon. It is, therefore, surprising to Nige- 
ria when in 1994 Cameroon launched an international 
campaign against her over the peninsula. 


Cameroon's approach became patently intriguing when 
the authorities in Yaounde backed up their campaign 
with unprovoked military assaults not only on the 
Nigerian troops, who had maintained routine duties at 
the border post for more than two decades, but also on 
defenseless Nigerian civilians in the area. The assault 
Claimed several Nigerian casualties. 

Within the past two years, Cameroon has left nobody 
in doubt that her actions against Nigeria over the 
Bakassi Peninsula were long premeditated. For instance, 
immediately after the Cameroonian gendarmes finished 
the first salvo of shots on Nigerian military and civilian 
targets in 1994, that country invited its formal colonial 
master, France, to intervene militarily in its favor. 
Prance responded swiftly by dispatching two warships 
to Cameroon under a so-called defense pact that lay 
idle for many years between the two countries. France 
claimed that the warships were only for maneuvers and 
not for war. 

Cameroon, thus, internationalized an issue which, in 
the first instance, Nigeria did not see as a dispute or 
major conflict that needed such attention. But, in spite 
Cameroon's act of intimidation and aggression, Nigeria 
refused to be provoked into war in her avowed belief 
and conviction that the Bakassi Peninsula issue is a 
matter between two brother African states and should 


be resolved through dialogue. 
At all fora, where Cameroon (ook the matter to, Nigeria 
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to the international Court of Justice at The Hague in 
addition to signing peace pacts with her over the Bakassi 
Peninsula dispute, Cameroon was not deterred in her 
hostile attitude to Nigeria. After a senes of avoidable 
border skirmishes, that country will probably see the 
futility of an armed confrontation now. 


Last week Friday {15 March], the world court ruled that 
Cameroon had failed to prove her case of aggression 
against Nigeria in the border dispute. Consequently, 
the court had no grounds to award damages against 
Nigeria as demanded by Cameroon. In Nigeria's defense 
at the court, the attorney general of the federation and 
minister of justice, Chief Michael Agbamuche, argued 
that contrary to Cameroon's allegation, Nigeria had not 
occupied any new territory. He said Nigeria had been 
in her present position for many years. In its ruling, 
the court directed the armed forces of both countries to 
return to their pre-February 3d positions. It stated that 
the versions of the report on the border encounters of 
February 3, 16, and 17 had not made it possible for the 
court at this stage to form any precise opinion on the 
event. 


The president of the court, Jusuce Mohamed Bajoy, 
specifically ordered both countries to cease all military 
activities along their border until a final decision on the 
issue. He expected them to pledge to abstain from any 
act which can jeopardize the collecuon of information 
and truth in the present instance. Above all the court 
directed the two countries to assist the United Nations 
fact- finding mission, which the secretary general pro- 
posed to send to Bakassi Peninsula. They are also to 
observe the February 12 accord reached by their foreign 
ministers at Kara, in Togo, on the cessation of hostili- 
ues. 


Although there appears to be no victor or vanquished for 
now, the world court's ruling has vindicated Nigeria's 
contention all along that she is not the aggressor, it 
logically follows that Cameroon is. The court's ruling is 
also a clear testimony that jusuce may not necessarily 
be decided in favor of an aggressor, who persistently 
shouts to the highest heavens against reprisals from its 
vicum. 


It gladdens the heart that President Paul Biya has re- 
portedly pledged Cameroon's commitment to a peaceful 
resolution of the border dispute, and to abide by the de- 
cision of the United Nations Security Council to which 
it referred the matter on February 23d. That has been 
Nigeria's position in the matter. At this stage, Cameroon 
must display a true spirit of African brotherhood by re- 
ciprocating Nigeria's degree of understanding, maturity, 
and tolerance in the whole affair. This is certainly not 


: 


time to play into the hands of Africa’s external en- 


Nigeria: Commentary Views Abacha’s Efforts 
Against Nation’s Ills 

AB 1803225396 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(Commentary by a special correspondent; not further 
identified) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) General Sani Abacha, head of 
state and commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces, is, 
unknown to many, fighting battles from many fronts, all 
of them relevant to national survival. There is first the 
war of sovereignty against foreign intruders, who are 
hell-bent on reversing the nation to a semi- colonial 
status. It is not an casy war, but he is determined 
not to see this happen during his time. Next is the 
war against the democracy mafia who, in collaboration 
with the foreign intruders, are using the pretences of 
democracy to also undermine the country. For all they 
care, democracy is more important than a corporate 
Nigeria. Then, there is the battle against executive bank 
robbers, a war for economic survival. 


In recent years, there has been a (word indistinct) in- 
crease in the rank of bank robbers with the chief exec- 
utives of banks as coordinators such that today internal 
armed robbery against these financial institutions has 
reduced to nothing the menace of gun-carrying armed 
robbers, for while the executive armed robbers use their 
pens to loot banks to the tunes of billions, (?poor) gun- 
Cafrying armed robbers only succeed in snatching a few 
thousands and sometimes with the connivance of their 
executive (?senior) colleagues — that is, those manag- 
ing the banks. The robbery of banks by the chief execu- 
tives constitute the greatest danger to the national econ- 
omy and, therefore, the most deadly against the nation. 


Reports have it that so far, they have succeeded in 
looting the banks to the tune of 15 billion naira 
of customers’ money kept in their care, such have 
they reduced our banks to the unenviable storehouse 
of financial robbers, where executive thieves parade 
themselves as bank executives. 


Copying from their bosses, the lower ranks engage in 
the cheating game in their own way. When next you are 
in your bank, ensure that you count your money before 
leaving the counter for you may end up with a 4,000 
rather than a 5,000-naira bundle. (?Such) do the lower 
cheat. 


In a way, we have so many thieves in all our banks 
with the exception of a few good ones. The past glory 
of being a bank wonder is no longer there. The bank war 


; 
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is a serious one, which must be fought with an equally 
serious determination, which Abacha is indeed doing. 


The other war is against customs vandals, who through 
Customs planning agencies, mostly owned by them, are 
milking the nation dry. Last year alone, they made the 
nation lose 10 billion naira, having diverted same into 
their selfish pockets. As (words indistinct) owners of 
the agencies, they have cheated the nation (?in a double 
way) through their agencies and their corrupt offices, 
respectively. If Abacha cannot do away with all the 
Officers involved, he can at least ban the use of the 
Clearing agencies forever. Banning them for five years 
is just not enough. 


A word of advise: These wars are quite very formidable. 
Fighting high-class money men plus formidable politi- 
Cians and powerful foreign interests is not an easy matter 
without staunch determination. Gen. Abacha needs this 
to succeed. Sure, Nigerians are behind him in his de- 
termination to (?right) the economy through the coura- 
geous wars he is engaged in. 


Nigeria: Commentary Says U.S. Observers 
‘Impressed’ With Election 

AB2003120796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(Commentary by Diallo Adeye] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigerians took a bigger step 
toward a genuine democracy with last Saturday's [16 
March] conduct of the local government delegates 
elections on a non-party basis. Field reports indicate 
that the turnout for the polls was overwhelming in 
virtually all the states and Abuja. In certain local 
government areas, the massive participation by voters 
and contestants created some logistics and security 
problems. Inadequate electoral personnel appeared to 
be unable to cope with the surging crowds in several 
instances. Security was even reportedly threatened in 
certain areas, where prospective voters had to force their 
way into the queues in their desire not to be left out in 
the historic exercise. 


Before the elections, there was general mobilization of 
the people by all agencies of the government, espe- 
Cially the state administrators. Indeed, the military ad- 
ministrators were formidable pillars of support to the 
National Electoral Commission of Nigeria, NECON, in 
the polling arrangements. Political observers interpret 
this degree of commitment as the correct reflection of 
the Federal Government's faith in its transition program 
and the sincerity about its systematic implementation. 
The enthusiasm shown by the people for last Satur- 
day's polls can also be described as symbolic of the 
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yearning for democracy and respect for the present ad- 
ministration. This, perhaps, explains why initial calls by 
cynics for the boycott of the polls were not heeded any- 
where in the country. While the full result of the polls 
is being awaited, it has become inevitable to conduct 
by-elections in certain wards in some states. It is antic- 
ipated that NECON and the affected states (?will pre- 


pare) adequately to cope with the pressure that stalled 
the exercise in the first instance. 


By and large, the conduct of last week's delegates elec- 
tion has received local and international acclamation as 
being impressive. Some local commentators affirm that 
the massive turnout of voters beat their imagination. 
This, as they put it, is more so when there was no voters’ 
register and critics previously advocated a boycott. Sev- 
eral American observers who were in the field were so 
impressed that its leader, Mr. Jim Martin [words indis- 
tinct) Nigerians who waited patiently for several hours 
to participate in the polls as a demonstration of eager- 
ness for democracy. Also commenting, another foreign 
observer and member of the United States Congress, 
Mr. (name indistinct), described the conduct of the elec- 
tions as a remarkable start for the enthronement of an 
enduring democracy in Nigeria. Mr. (name indistinct), 
leader of the Congress observer mission, said in an in- 
terview in Abuja that his team did not envisage what 
he called the amazing turnout for the polls. He [words 
indistinct) urge Nigerians immigrants to return home 
to join in the efforts to establish an enduring democ- 
racy rather than stay abroad and call for boycott. The 
comments by the American observers may sound triv- 
ial. However, considering the prejudicial views of their 
home government on the prevailing political situation 
in Nigeria, their comments should be considered a se- 
rious awakening. Members of the observer teams are 
assessing Nigeria in the light of their own experience 
but their home government far away in the United States 
has consistently assessed Nigeria from the perspective 
of Nigeria’s internal critics and external enemies. This 
should not be so. To enhance Nigeria- U.S. relations, 
the observer team should not go back on its pledge to 
inform the United States Government and people cor- 
rectly about the success of transition to democracy in 
Nigeria. As the team is convinced that the United States 
has something to learn from Nigeria in the conduct of 
elections, the Federal Government needs to work harder 
to teach America and other nations only positive lessons 
that enhance Nigeria's internal security and external im- 
age. 
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Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: New President Views Tasks; RUF 
Seeks Dialogue 

AB1803191696 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) [Announcer] The leader of the 
Sierra Leone's People’s Party [SLPP], Ahmed Tejan 
Kabbah, is to be the country’s next president. He 
emerged the winner after two rounds of voting which 
were held against considerable odds. They were the 
first multiparty polls in the country for over 20 years. 
The RUF [Revolutionary United Front) rebels and some 
elements in the military were clearly opposed to any 
kind of elections, and the announcement of the result 
has triggered celebrations in the streets of Freetown. 


Our correspondent Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


No sooner had the results been announced last night 
than the whole of Freetown erupted in wild jubilation, 
and in no time at all a number of singing and dancing 
groups were out on the streets dancing the night and 
their worries away. Palm fronds and branches found 
pride of place as a sign of solidarity with the victorious 
candidate. Some groups actually carried whole palm 
trees with them as they danced along. 


If you think that the merrymakers were all SLPP 
supporters, you've got it wrong. A number of the 
merrymakers were merely celebrating their feelings of 
joy of having gone through elections and choosing a 
leader the people actually wanted. One of them told 
me: This is a big day for all of us in Sierra Leone. To 
be allowed to choose a leader that we want is a credit 
to the people of Sierra Leone, the electoral commission, 
and the military government headed by Brigadier Bio. 
I doff my hear to that young man. 


{Announcer} Well, earlier tonight the RUF rebels called 
us up to clarify their announcement to the two-month 
unilateral cease-fire. Yesterday, they told us they would 
call it off if the military handed over to the elected 
civilian government, but today, it seems, that has all 
changed. On the line to Danane, Robin White asked the 
rebel spokesman Fayia Musa just what their position 
was: 


[Begin recording) [Musa] Our position on the cease-fire 
is that the two-month cease-fire will continue without 
any disturbances no matter what political activity takes 
place in Sierra Loene within the two months. 


[White] So, will you be prepared to talk to the new 
incoming president? 
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(Musa) We are prepared to talk to anybody in Sierra 
Leone because our interest now is peace. We are now 
interested in peace, only that we look at Tejan Kabbah 
as a leader of the 600,000 Sierra Leoneans who voted 
for him, and as such we are prepared to talk to him, 
because he is a Sierra Leonean and he is leading Sierra 
Leoneans. | want you to understand that when we look at 
mandate, Foday Sankoh has a better mandate than Tejan 
Kabbah because he has more than a million people in 
the bush there with him. So we are not looking at Tejan 
Kabbah as president of Sierra Leone, we are looking at 
him as the leader of the 600,000 people that voted for 
him. 


(White) You will speak to him? 

{[Musa] We will surely talk to him. 

(White) Why have you changed your position since 
yesterday? 


(Musa) Eh, Robin, you have to understand that it’s only 
God and fools who don’t change. 


(White) When is the next round of peace talks going to 
happen? 

{Musa} We are working on that? The RUF and the 
NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Council] are work- 
ing on that. 

[White] Is it going to be very soon? 


{Musa} Yea, yea, it’s going to be very soon because 
everybody is interested in peace. We are all anxious to 
have peace now, so it’s going to be very soon. [end 
recording] 


{Announcer] So the rebels have said they are prepared to 
talk to the civilians, but are the civilians prepared to do 
business with the RUF. On the line to Freetown, Robin 
White asked the president-elect, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, 
if he would be happy to talk to the rebels. 


(Begin recording) [Kabbah] Most certainly, yes! 
[White] When would you like to meet them? 
(Kabbah] As soon as possible. 

— Would you be willing to go anywhere to meet 


([Kabbah) Yes. 
[White] You will be willing to go tomorrow? 


[Kabbah] Yes. 
[White] Would you be willing to work for them some 
role in government? 


{Kabbah] They are Sierra Leoneans. My view is that 
all Sierra Leoneans must be able and willing and 
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allowed to participate in all aspects dealing with national 
development. 


{White) If you would bring them in from the cold, wouid 
you be prepared to work for them a ministry or a couple 
of ministries? 

[Kabbah) This is a matter that one would have to look 
al in the context of whatever discussion may arise. 


[White] Are you concerned at all that some people in 
the military might not accept you and there might be 
another military coup? 


[Kabbah] No, I am not....[pauses} Really, 1 have not 
addressed my mind to that. | believe that we have 
honorable men and officers in our military... 


(White, interrupting} Do you think Brigadier Bio can 
deliver the military, he can keep them quiet, he can 
keep them in barracks? 


{Kabbah) He has ever since the NPRC came to power 
delivered the military and I believe he will deliver them 
this time. 

{White} Mr. Kabbah, is this just the job you really want? 


[Kabbah] It is a very very very difficult job at this partic- 
ular point in time. We succeeded in devastating every 
aspect of life in Sierra Leone. We have an incredible 
number of Sierra Leoneans who are displaced, and we 
have a situation where people are jealous and envious 
of each other. Those problems are compounded by the 
fact that our treasury is almost empty. It is not an envi- 
able job. 


[White] So, why on earth do you want it? 


{[Kabbah} Oh, I am a Sierra Leonean and | believe that 
I have some experience that | can bring to bear on the 
problems of my country. [end recording] 


[Announcer] The results of the presidential runoff in 
Sierra Leone released last night gives Ahmed Tejan 
Kabbah about 60 percent of the votes, and that's a 
comfortable margin over his rival John Karefa-Smart, 
40 percent. At one stage, there was talk of the two 
Candidates cutting a deal so that the runoff on Friday [15 
March] wouldn't be necessary, but their meeting ended 
in disagreement. On the line to Freetown, Robin White 
asked Mr. Karefa-Smart if he accepted the election 
results. 


[Begin recording) (Karefa-Smart] Before the election re- 
sults were announced, we set out some very senous vi- 
Olations of the law and the Constitution. We had [words 
indistinct] after the election results were announced, as 
permitted by law, to go to court. We have no doubt 
that we would have won if we went to court, but in the 
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interest of wider national interest to restore peace and 
stability to our country, particularly to restore democ- 
racy, | have decided to overlook all these violations. | 
will play my part as a leader of the opposition to make 
sure that democracy is restored to our country. * [White] 
You won't go to court? 


[Karefa-Smart} | will not now go to court. No. 
(White) You will go to Parliament? 


(Karefa-Smart) Naturally, | am the leader of the opposi- 
tion. I have a very sizable list of members of parliament. 


[White] When you go to Parliament, will you see 
yourself as a kind of watchdog of the people to sort 
of look at corruption, that kind of thing, to keep this 
government clean? 


(Karefa-Smart) | wouldn't like to say a watchdog, 
1 will simply stand for uprightness, transparency of 
government, real honesty as I have always said we need 
in our country. So we will expose any corruption that 
comes to our notice. We will expose any shady deals 
which comes to our notice. That is why we say we will 
try to bring back true democracy to our country. [end 
recording} 


[Announcer] So the big question which has to be 
answered in the next few days is: When will the military 
finally step down as they have promised. On the line to 
Freetown, Robin White asked the director of defense 
information, Colonel (Kes Boya), what he made of the 
way things have gone during the elections: 


[Begin recording) {(Boya)} | think professionally we 
did our own bit and I'm sure we are happy with it. 
According to the feedback we got from the people we 
think our people too are happy with our conduct of the 
exercise. 


[White] Now, is Mr. Tejan Kabbah a man the military 
can live with? 


{(Boya)} I don't think I am in a position to say that 
now, Robin. We are members of an armed force and 
by regulation we should be able to get on with our 
commander in chief at any one time. [end recording) 


Sierra Leone: President-Elect Calls For Peace, 
AB 1803212596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 18 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Hundreds of thousands of 
supporters of the SLPP [Sierra Leone People's Party) 
and its allied parties have been jubilating in different 
parts of the country following the party's victory on 
Priday’s (15 March) presidential election runoff. 
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In Freetown this afternoon, Alhaji Ahmed Tejan Kab- 
bah, leader of the SLPP and president elect, in his vic- 
tory address to supporters of the Sierra Leone People's 
Party from the party's headquarters at Robin Street ap- 
pealed to all to love one another and pledged his support 
for the pursuit of peace in the country. Alhaji Kabbah 
thanked all allied parties for their immense support and 
cooperation [words indistinct) Sierra Leoneans can live 
and work together for a better country. 


He said that the total cooperation showed by the other 
parties is a clear indication that all, unlike the past, 
Sierra Leoneans are now capable of uniting and working 
together in the interest of their country. Alhaji Kabbah 
spoke of the challenges ahead, adding that as a resurgent 
nation it is through hard work and total cooperation that 
peace, wealth, and unity will be realized. He lamented 
that Sierra Leoneans have lost their identity over the 
years and pointed out that as a country with abundant 
resources, if fully utilized, Sierra Leone would become 
a happy place for everyone and for posterity as well. 


Alhaji Tejan Kabbah commended the NPRC’s [National 
Provisional Ruling Council] commitment to a speedy 
transition and informed the people that arrangements 
are well under way for a smooth handing over in about 
two weeks. He, however, urged the citizens to be law- 
abiding and that they should embrace the Armed Forces 
because they form an integral part of our society and 
have a vital role to play in nation building. 


In an interview with the GIS (Government Information 
Service] office in Bo, the regional chairman of the 
SLPP, Mr. John Guiver Noble, described his party's 
success as timely, adding that ending the war, national 
reconcilation, and development will be the party's 
preoccupation when it assumes office. 


Meanwhile, the brigade commander in Bo, Colonel 
Tom Kibu, and the chief police officer, First Division, 
Mr. Francis Uminu, last night issued a joint statement 
calling on the jubilant supporters to be cautious in their 
celebrauon and to desist from provocative acts that 
would jeopardize the security in the region. 


Sierra Leone: RUF Spokesperson Says Rebels 
‘Prepared To Talk’ to Kabbah 


AB1903111796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 19 Mar 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program — passages within 
quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] After his victory party 
on Sunday {17 March] night, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah 
yesterday had to get down to the serious business 
of preparing to be Sierra Leone's first freely elected 
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civilian president. The military government apparently 
gave its blessing to the election result by decreeing that 
there would be a 14-day handover period, but it is a 
daunting task ahead for the president-elect. In the cold 
light of day, Mr. Kabbah told Robin White why he 
wanted the job as president of Sierra Leone. 


(Kabbah) "It is a very, very, very difficult job at this 
particular point in time. We succeeded in devastating 
every aspect of life in Sierra Leone. We have an in- 
credible number of Sierra Leoneans who are displaced, 
and we have a situation where people are jealous and 
envious of each other. Those problems are compounded 
by the fact that our treasury is almost empty. It is not 
an enviable job.” (passage omitted] 


One of the biggest tasks facing Mr. Kabbah is the rebel 
war. On Sunday, the rebels said they would not talk 
to a civilian government, saying poliucians couldn't 
be trusted. But, now it seems they have changed their 
mind as Robin [White] heard from RUF (Revolutionary 
United Front) spokesman Fayia Musa on the line from 
Danane in Ivory Coast. 


{[Musa] “We are in Sierra Leone, because our interest 
now is peace. We are now interested in peace, only that 
we look at Tejan Kabbah as a leader of the 600,000 
Sierra Leoneans who voted for him. And, as such, we 
are prepared to talk to him.” [passage omitted] 


So, what is to be made of the events of the past few 
days in Sierra Leone. Akwe Amosu called up Olu 
Gordon, who is the editor of the newspaper FOR THE 
PEOPLE in Freetown. She asked him first why the 
rebels might have changed their mind about talking to 
the new administration. 


[Gordon] “Well, 1 think there are two aspects to it. 
One, I think there was actually a significant military 
defeat for them in the northern area. Their base at the 
Kangari Hills was destroyed about a week ago. That has 
actually reduced their military capability in that part of 
the country, and also | think they must have got the 

that the people of Sierra Leone are not going 
to accept rule by the gun. What is coming to light is that 
there is some kind of significant Western involvement 
whole episode, at least, some kind of suppon 
RUF in Western circles. And, | think they 
must have also passed on the message that it would be 
0 accept, you know, the results of the 
democratic elections.” 


{Amosu] “Will Brigadier Bio and Mr. Tejan Kabbah go 
to the talks together, do you think?” 


{Gordon} “Oh, I would imagine that would be 
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yes, 
the case. | would also imagine that there will be 
representatives from the 


new civilian administration, 
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for example from the parliament, represented at those 
talks.” 


{Amosu] "So, this really could be the big one. You think 
that it may turn out to be the case that the elections 
actually precipitated a solution?” 


[Gordon] “Oh, | think they have, and this is precisely 
why a lot of forces in this country have consistently 
agitated a return to civilian rule. On the other hand, | 
think it is a bit too early to be too optimistic. I don’t 
personally think the war is over yet. The RUF has fought 
tenaciously for four years, and the Foday Sankoh factor 
definitely leads me to believe that they would not give 
up so easily, but it is possible that he may transfer or 
the majority of his movement may decide to follow 
the peaceful road of, you know, democratic interacuon 
rather than violence.” 


{[Amosu]} “Let me ask you about the man who is at the 
center of ali this — Mr. Tejan Kabbah — he has been 
around in Sierra Leonean and international politics for 
a very long time. What sort of man is he?” 


[Gordon] "Well, I don’t know him personally, but from 
what we understand, he is a very seasoned diplomat. 
He served as a civil servant here in the 1960's, he is 
very familiar with the political culture here, I think 
he is a man who can... [pauses] who would not be 
rushed into making decisions. He seems to be a very 
considerate man. He is a lawyer. He also knows the 
constitution weil. And, we are just hoping that he will 
be able to give the calming influence needed in this 
kind of situation, not just with the RUF, but also with 
the military command themselves or dissident elements 
in the military who are still there.” 


Sierra Leone: Radio Announces Presidential 
Swearing-In Set for 29 March 


AB2003085796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 19 Mar 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The new civilian president of 
Sierra Leone, Alhaji Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, is to be 
sworn in on 29 March, the chairman of the NPRC 
(National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, said in a radio broadcast 
today. Brig. Gen. Bio on behalf of the government and 
people of Sierra Leone congratulated Alhaji Tejan for 
emerging as the victor and commended the chairman 
of INEC [Interim National Electoral Commission], Dr. 
James Jonah, and his staff for a job well done. 


He observed that now that a new president and a parlia- 
ment have been elected, the remaining problem affect- 
ing the nation is the rebel war. He maintained that the 
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reformed NPRC Government has always been in con- 
stant touch with the RUF (Revolutionary United Front) 


and 
the recent unconditional cease-fire declared by the RUF 
as a gesture toward the final end of the conflict, stress- 


the cessation of all hostilities. 
Chairman Bio pledged that he will do all in his power 
goal. 
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He called on all to reflect on the issues that have caused 
the great chasm that has divided us as a nation and 
strive to reconcile and accommodate each other as the 
time approaches for his meeting with the RUF leader, 
Corporal Foday Sankoh, in Abidjan on 25 March. (Word 
indistinct) the sole desire, he said, is in our grips and 
appealed to the RUF leader once more to reflect on the 
past and use it to move work toward a better future for 
Sierra Leone in the new democracy. 
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